Mabee Farm Historic Site
The Apprentice Student Packet
This packet belongs to:
Are you ready for your visit to Mabee Farm? Our farm site is a great place to come and learn about the history
of New York by exploring the different apprenticeships and trades young children like you had back in the
Colonial Era. Today, you can grow up to be anything you want to be, from an astronaut to a museum curator, a
rock star or the President. But in the past, children did not get to chose their future jobs. Mostly, your job was
decided by your parents.
In this packet, there are activities to complete before you arrive, and others to complete after you get back
to school. Your teacher might ask you to do one or two of these, or all of them. These activities will help you
better understand what you see at Mabee Farm, and why it is important to your life.
Background Information
The Mabee Farm Historic Site is a special place where you can learn the story of one family across many
generations. The story begins with a man named Jan Mabee. His parents were from The Netherlands, and
immigrated to America. Jan was born in New Amsterdam in the year 1654, and moved north to Schenectady.
There, he met a girl named Annjette, and around 1681, they married and started a family.
In 1705, Jan bought land from his old neighbor, Daniel Van Antwerpen, eight miles away from Schenectady
along the Mohawk River. Daniel had a fur trading post, and sold Jan the western half of the property so he
could build his family home. Jan built a house out of stones from the river, a home where his family would
live for generations to come. From that point until the year 1999, when the Mabee family gave the land to the
Schenectady County Historical Society, it never left the family.
During the years in between, the family built new buildings, tore down old ones, and made many changes to
those they left standing. Today, if you walk through the 1705 stone house, you can see many of the changes
the family made. These include things like holes for stovepipes, an indoor toilet, and even light bulbs. At the
same time, you can still see what the house might have looked like when it was first built, because the beams
and the floor are still the originals, and the big fireplace looks very similar to what it did in 1705.
Connected to the stone house by a 19th Century porch is the Inn the family built to attract customers traveling
along the Mohawk River. It was built before the Erie Canal, and in fact, the men who helped plan out the canal,
like Phillip Schuyler, even stayed in the Mabee Inn. Today you can see what the tavern room of the inn might
have looked like around 1800.
Next to the stone house is the brick house. This building was used as a summer kitchen. This meant that you
did not have to heat up your whole house during the summer when you cooked food over the fireplace. The
upstairs was also a room for several different mother in laws of the family, after their sons married and moved
into the stone house.

Across the site from the houses sits our big Dutch barn. It is not the original Mabee barn, but it is very similar
to what the family used. The Nilsen family in Johnstown, New York, built it and we brought it here so visitors
could see what the family’s barn probably looked like. It has big beams called h-bents stretching across the
middle, and has a wide-open floor. That is where the family would remove the kernels of wheat from the chaff,
a process called threshing.
What is special about the Mabee Farm is that the Mabee family was just like most families today. They were
not a big political family, they were not rich, and they were not anyone famous. They were just a regular family,
much like the rest of us. Most homes that belonged to regular families from the early 1700’s have not survived.
If you were someone famous, people probably worked to save your home so future generations knew who you
were. For regular people, that rarely happened. That is why this home is so special. It shows you what life for a
regular family, a family like your family, was probably like over 300 years of American history.
When Jan Mabee purchased the land in 1705, he and his wife Annjette had ten children. Each of these children
would eventually grow up to have a job of their own. Because Jan was a farmer, many of his sons became
farmers as well. Their daughters helped their mother take care of the home, and eventually had homes of their
own to care for. During your visit, you’ll see exactly where those children lived, and worked, and you’ll learn
what some of the apprenticeships other children might have had.

Pre-Visit Activity #1: Primary Sources

How do the people who work in museums know all of the information they tell you? A lot of it comes from
reading the letters, receipts, and official documents left behind by people like the Mabees. Here is your chance
to do the same thing.
This inventory, although later than the Colonial Period, still contains similar objects to what one would have
found in the earlier Mabee home. This is a list of all of the items that Jacob Mabee he had in his house in 1824,
and their prices. Inventories like this were commonly made after the passing of a family member, and were
used to help determine who received what when items were given to the surviving relatives. Today, they help
historians and curators recreate what items were in a family’s home, and sometimes even the order that things
were arranged in.
Read the document through carefully, then answer the following questions:
Context:
1. Who wrote it? What do you know about this person?
2. Where and when was it written?
3. Why was it written?
4. Who was it written for? This is called the “audience.” What do you know about this audience?
Understanding:
1. What are the key words and what do they mean?
2. What point is the author trying to make?
Evaluate
1. Is this document similar to others from the same time period?
2. How widely was it circulated?
3. What problems, assumptions, and ideas does it share with other documents from the time period?

Pre-Visit Activity #2 - Reading Objects
Some of the artifacts at our museum are several hundred years old. Because of this, we need to be very careful
with them and make sure they are kept safe. Some of these objects are very sturdy, and can be touched, but
others have to be examined by your eyes alone. If you see something interesting, ask the museum staff and
volunteers if you can look at it. If they say no, don’t feel bad. It is probably because it is too fragile to move. If
that is the case, you can look with your eyes!
To practice examining museum artifacts, pick an object from your home or classroom. Maybe it is a picture of
your family, your favorite stuffed animal, or a good book. Fill in the table below to describe your object. Don’t
worry if you can’t answer all of the questions!
Purpose
What is it?
What is it called?
What is it used for?
Physical Features and Design
What does it look and feel like?
What is its shape, smell, color, and sound?
Has it been changed, fixed, or worn down?
Are there any markings or writing on it?
Materials and Construction
What is it made of?
Who made it?
What is it made out of?
Context
When and where was it made?

When and where was it used?
Who used it?
Value
Why is it important to the people/person who made it?
Why is it important to the people/person who used it?
Why is it important to the people/person who keeps it?
Was this activity easy to do, or hard? The curators at our museum do this every day with the artifacts in our
collection. Although they are trained to do this, sometimes we don’t know all of the answers.
When you visit Mabee Farm, think about these questions as you see some of our collection. Remember, you
can’t touch all of the objects, but there will be some that our museum teachers will be able to let you hold and
examine more closely.

Pre-Visit Activity #3 – What is in Your House?
At the Schenectady County Historical Society’s Grems-Doolittle Library, there are many documents written
by or about the Mabee Family. One of these documents is the 1824 Inventory of Jacob Mabee’s home from
activity #1. Documents like these give us a window into the lives of this family. The contents of a farmers house
were likely different than the house of a blacksmith.
Make a list of some of the items on the inventory. If you need to, look up what some of the items were with
the help of a teacher or a parents. What do you think was Jacob Mabee’s job? If you guessed farmer, you
guessed correctly. Would any of the items on this list be different if Jacob Mabee had a different profession?
Think about your own house. Make a list of some of the things in your house. Do any of those items depend
on the jobs that people in your family have? Use that list, and the list from the Jacob Mabee inventory, to fill in
the Venn diagram below, and see whether or not your life is anything like the life of the Mabee family.

My Family

Both Families		

Mabee Family

Pre-Visit Activity #4 – Know, Want to Know, Learned Chart Part 1

Before visiting Mabee Farm, brainstorm about what you’ve already learned about apprenticeships and New
York’s history during the Colonial Period (1492-1763). Who lived here, what were their lives like, and what was
going on around them? This can be what you have discussed in class, read in a book, or seen during a trip.
Once you have completed your first column, make a list of the things that you hope to learn during your time
at the historic site under the “What I Want to Know” section. When you visit Mabee Farm, remember what
you wrote down and be sure to ask these questions.

Post Visit Activity #1 – KWL Chart Part 2

Look back at your KWL Chart, and fill in the final section. What did you learn while you were at
After your trip, come back to this sheet and fill in what you learned. Compare this column back to the “What I
Know” column.

Colonial New York
Before Visiting Mabee Farm
(K)now
(W)ant to Know

After Visiting Mabee Farm
(L)earned

		

Post Visit Activity #2 – Colonial Trades and Professions

As you saw during your visit, there were many different jobs that the people living on or near Mabee Farm
had. Some jobs provided goods to other people, and some provided different services. Answer some of the
following questions:
What jobs do you remember hearing about while you were at Mabee Farm?

What goods or services did these different jobs provide?

If you had lived on Mabee Farm, which of these jobs would you have done?

What would your favorite part of the job be?

What would you like least about the job?

Write a short paragraph about what a day would have been like in your job.

Post Visit Activity #3 – Make Your Own Museum
Now that you’ve seen our museum, think about what a museum about your life would look like. If you could
only put four things from your life into an exhibit, what would those four things be? In the boxes below, draw a
picture of the four artifacts that would be in a museum about you.

Why did you pick the four things that you did?

After looking at these four objects, what will a visitor to your museum know about you?

Is that what you want them to know, or would a different object in your life help them see you in a different
way?

