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Does the Game of 
Rugby Constitute 
Freedom of Speech? 
The Tumultuous Trip from Glenville, NY 
to the US Supreme Court Based on the 
Author’s Personal Experience

Introduction

This is a story about the policy of 
segregation called “apartheid” that 
existed in the Republic of South Africa 
since at least the 1940s. Apartheid 
led to violent demonstrations, 
prosecutions, arrests, and 
imprisonment of blacks. This is 
also a story about the sport of rugby 
as represented by the Springboks 
(South Africa’s championship rugby 
team) and American protests against 
apartheid during the Springboks’ 
tour of the US. The Albany leg of this 
tour, arranged through the efforts of 
Schenectady businessperson Tom 
Selfridge, led to a lawsuit instituted 
in Federal District Court in Albany 
in 1981, and eventually ended up in 
the US Supreme Court with Justice 
Thurgood Marshall as the decision-
maker. Soon after, rugby games 
were played in Albany and Glenville. 
Accompanying all of this were anti-
apartheid demonstrations, a bombing 
of the Schenectady headquarters 
of the Eastern Rugby Union, and 
voluminous national media attention.

In the late 1970s, Glenville resident 
Tom Selfridge visited South Africa.  
An avid rugby player, Selfridge 
was keen to ask the South African 
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A familiar trope for job-seekers today is the dreaded, “tell us your 
greatest weakness” question. I’m sure I’ve been asked it—you 
probably have too. We all know what the interviewer is looking 
for. It’s not actually our greatest weakness, but instead something 
we’ve worked to turn into a strength. They’re looking for an answer 
that shows a commitment to improvement and growth. 

Today at SCHS we’re asking ourselves both questions. What have 
we done to improve ourselves? What areas still needs improving? 
It’s all part of this year’s strategic planning process, made possible 
by a grant from Documentary Heritage and Preservation Services 
for New York.  And it’s difficult! Assessing our strengths and 
weaknesses requires reflection, objectivity, and dwelling, deeply, 
on what we could be doing better. It’s certainly vital, though, 
that we ask ourselves these questions. When we emerge from the 
strategic planning process, SCHS will have a roadmap for how 
to move forward and make the best impact we can on our local 
community.  

Of course, we can’t do it alone. So, we are looking to our membership 
to help us fill in the blanks. Please, if you have a few extra minutes, 
take our strategic planning survey. Let us know how we’re doing 
and what you want more of. What do you love about local history? 
What programs could help us further our mission?

The survey is available at www.surveymonkey.com/r/schs2018communitysurvey. 
And, to make it all a bit more appetizing, we’re giving away gift 
cards to some of our favorite Schenectady restaurants. 

Thank you for your continued support of local history at SCHS. We 
really couldn’t do it without you!

 
            Mary Zawacki, Executive Director
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This month we begin the cycle again, as our 
corporate year ends on March 31st and April 
1st sees the coming of the new corporate, 

and, more excitingly, new program year.   As the 
world turns green and the tulips, daffodils, redwing 
blackbirds and robins return, we return to regular 
hours at the Mabee Farm and all the new offerings 
in programs and events that the staff has designed 
over the long months of winter.  This past year has 
seen the growth of our organization in a big way. 
Over the course of the year we hired our first Execu-
tive Director, Mary Zawacki, who in turn hired our 
new Exhibits and Collections Manager, Suzy Fout 
and new Education and Programs Manager, Mike 
Diana.  They join Librarian & Archivist Mike Malo-
ney, Administrative Officer Mary Treanor, and Fa-
cilities Manager John Ackner in bringing you what 
I think is our most diverse and interesting selection 
of programs and events ever!  They are a topnotch 
group, and their ideas and choices offer something 
for everyone.  Check out the new calendar and see 
if you don’t agree with me.  If we are missing some-
thing you’d like to have, let us know. And be sure 
to come and listen, learn and experience history in 
the making!

This month we will say goodbye and best wishes to 
Audrey Humphrey, as she goes to a job with John-
son Hall.  It is their good fortune and our loss, but 
we know she will do well in her new position!

I also am changing jobs, from one of the best roles 
I have ever been privileged to play, that of presi-
dent of the Schenectady County Historical Society, 
to that of the “past president” of the Society.  I will 
be remaining on the board and looking forward to 
our Strategic Planning process, which begins this 
spring, and I am really  looking forward to seeing 
where the results will take us.  We have come far, 
but there is so much more that we can do to tell the 
stories that make the history of Schenectady Coun-
ty come alive.  There are so many more people to 
engage in the ongoing process of learning about 
our place in the past, and where we are going in the 
future here in the “Place Beyond the Pines” (don’t 
miss the new exhibit!). Thank you to all of you for 
your help and interest in history – we wouldn’t be 
here without all of you!

                                    Marianne Blanchard, President 
   PRESIDENT@SCHENECTADYHISTORICAL.ORG

President’s Letter

From the 
Executive Director
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When Elkanah Watson Came 
to Town By Mike Diana

Educator Mike Diana is in the process of populating 
the Mabee Farm tour script with intriguing characters 
of the past. Here, he details one such character.

In my experience, the Mabee Inn is reluctant to give up 
its secrets. At first glance it’s an unassuming structure, 
a simple post and beam frame with a clapboard 
exterior. But as I stare at the hearth where fires once 
burned, and the window glass where Simon Mabee 
etched his name a century and a half ago, I can’t help 
but wonder at the stories these walls might tell. Who 
were the people who took shelter in this humble inn? 
What did they carry with them? What brought them 
to the first frontier of the young nation? On these 
questions, the Mabee papers are silent and I worried I 
might never know. But a few weeks ago, I had a stroke 
of luck.

I was reading a report from a 1792 survey on improving 
navigation along the Mohawk River. The report 
survives in the personal papers of Elkanah Watson, a 
member of the survey team along with such notables 
as Philip Schuyler and Goldsbrow Banyar. The report 
itself is quite dry, a laborious series of river depths, 
distances and gravel compositions. How fun. I very 
nearly missed the crucial line: “On one half mile to 
John Mabey’s, water good, here lay the night of the 
21st of August.” I was ecstatic! Here at last I had a 
definite character to populate the old Inn. And what a 
character he was! 

Watson, an apprentice to a mercantile firm, once 
walked from Providence, Rhode Island to Charleston, 
North Carolina to deliver $50,000 sewn discreetly into 
his clothing. During the Revolutionary War, he carried 
correspondence to Benjamin Franklin’s diplomatic 
mission in Paris. After the war, Watson established 
unsuccessful ventures in London and North Carolina, 
finally moving to Albany in 1789. There he became a 
prominent banker, investor and an avid traveler. It 
was at this stage in his life that he, along with Schuyler 
and Banyar, met the Mabees. I can only wonder at this 
remarkable party unwinding at the Inn after a long 
day of paddling upstream. Surely they shared stories 
as they drank Mabee cider and ate Mabee bread. The 
next morning they would have risen early with another 
week of travel ahead. The work they did on the survey 
was indispensable to the development of westward 
travel and, ultimately, to the Erie Canal. And in a small 
sense, the hospitality provided by the Mabees was 
indispensable to the survey. It’s fascinating to consider 
how the greater currents of history are helped along by 
the contributions of ordinary people. 

At the end of the otherwise vapid 1792 report, we get a 

brief yet revealing glimpse into the personal dynamics 
of Watson’s journey. Scrawled in the margins is a 
personal note from Elkanah: “Genl. Schulyer & myself 
had a hott blow up on the subject of this report, in his 
usual dogmatizing habit he drew up the Report without 
consulting us & insisted on our signing it even without 
reading it- I refused. Banyar, that old English Spaniel 
wag’d his tail & yielded.” Clearly, tensions between the 
three surveyors ran high throughout the journey and 
it would appear Banyar took Schuyler’s side. I can’t 
help but laugh and pity poor Watson as I imagine him 
stuck on such a small boat for eight days with these 
people. Perhaps as they slept in the attic of the Inn, 
Watson made sure to set his bed roll well away from his 
companions! 

Postscript

The Baader-Meinhof phenomenon occurs when the 
thing you've just noticed starts appearing everywhere. 
It gives you the feeling that out of nowhere, pretty 
much everyone is talking about the subject in question. 
Some of our staff here at SCHS experienced our own 
case of Baader-Meinhof following my discovery of 
Elkanah Watson's papers. A recent trip to the Albany 
Institute revealed an enormous portrait of Elkanah 
looking down at me. Our Executive Director rode 
her bike past a beautiful old house, and, upon closer 
inspection, reeled in surprise learning that it once had 
belonged to Elkanah.

Where else might Elkanah be hiding? Probably in a 
lot of places in the region, and I'm excited to embrace 
more Elkanah-induced Baader-Meinhof. For sure, 
though, we know he'll have a spot at the Mabee Inn.

Blog Posts 
You May Have Missed

The Grems-Doolittle Library Collections Blog 
(www.gremsdoolittlelibrary.blogspot.com) is a great 
resource for learning more about Schenectady 
County’s rich history. Here are a few of the posts 
from the past couple months that you might 
have missed.

Schenenectady County's Lustron Home 
By  Gail Denisoff – Jan 10, 2018 

SCHS volunteer Gail Denisoff writes about the 
postwar housing boom and the prefabricated 
metal Lustron houses that were built to house 
GIs returning to the US. 

Horses of Schenectady County  
By The Librarian – Feb 20, 2018

An account book describing the horses of 
Edward Ellis made us think about how entwined 
horses were with daily life. We scoured our 
collections for photos of horses being used for 
work, transportation, and recreation.

Virginia Sweet: Trailblazing WASP 
By Diane Leone – March 5, 2018

Local pilot Virginia Sweet was one of 1,000 
women chosen to join the Women’s Air Service 
Patrol during World War II. Sweet learned to 
fly at the Schenectady County Airport through 
the Civilian Pilot Training Program at Union 
College. Sweet and the WASPs were honored 
with the Congressional Medal of Honor in 2009. 

Upcoming New York Heritage 
Collections

Our New York Heritage Collections (https://
nyheritage.org/contributors/schenectady-county-historical-
society) have been steadily growing thanks to 
grants by the Capital District Library Council. 
These grants allow us to digitize our collections 
and make them more accessible to a very wide 
audience. They have even resulted in our photos 
being used for an Erie Canal exhibit on the 
Digital Public Library of America 
(https://dp.la/exhibitions/erie-canal). 

Our latest collection is the Glen Family Letters 
Collection. These letters mainly deal with Henry 
Glen, a Schenectadian who was a merchant 
and politician. For much of his life he served 
as a Quartermaster for the U.S. Government. 
The bulk of the letters, dating from 1780-1813, 
touch upon many facets of post-revolution 
life in America and include correspondence 
with officials during the War of 1812. Although 
many of the letters relate to official business, 
we get glimpses Glen’s personal life through 
correspondence with his wife, his loyalist 
brother-in-law in Canada, and other relatives 
and acquaintances. 

Another collection that we will be adding soon 
is the Ellis Hospital Photo Collection. We will 
choose about 300 photographs to digitize and 
upload to New York Heritage. These photos 
are mainly from the mid-1900s and depict 
staff members, technological advancements, 
social activities, and other aspects of a mid-
20th Century hospital life. We hope to have 
this project finished and up on our New York 
Heritage website by the end of the year. 

These two projects will bring us to seven 
collections and over 1,000 individual items on 
New York Heritage. 

From the Library 

Elkanah Watson by John Singleton Copley (copy by 
Ezra Ames, c. 1809-1810), oil on canvas 
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A Day on the Farm 
Saturday, April 21 - 10am @ Mabee Farm 
Get ready to get dirty and work hard! In this hands-on 
program, kids will experience life on a small Mohawk Valley 
farm. Activities will include planting the year’s first crop of 
veggies and threshing some of last year’s rye. $8 for each 
child and adult; pre-registration requested. 
 
WORKSHOPS 
 
Saratoga Tote 
Saturday, April 21 - 9am to 5:30pm @ Mabee Farm  
Create a simple weave basket with a Shaker solid bottom 
and strapped with riveted bridle leather, allowing the 
basket to be carried comfortably over the shoulder. 
Approximate size is 13x18x4. $90 + materials fee (TBD); pre-
registration required. 
 
Peanut Basket 
Saturday, May 5 - 9am to 5:30pm @ Mabee Farm  
Designed for serving nuts in the shell, this basket is also 
great for organizing items on a desk or counter. Students 
will weave two small round baskets using a continuous 
weave. The two baskets will then be joined to create one 
basket with two chambers. Approximate size is 12x5x4.  $90 
+ $20 materials fee; pre-registration required. 
 
Drinking the Seasons: Spring Cocktails 
Thursday, May 17 - 6pm @ 14 N Church St 
The first in a series of seasonal mixology workshops. Led 
by historian John Gearing, we’ll make — and sample — a 
variety of seasonal historic libations, made with some 
locally grown ingredients. $25; pre-registration required. 
 
BUS TRIPS 
 
Bus Trip to the Brooklyn Botanic Garden 
Friday, June 1  
Get lost in exotic gardens, take in fresh spring blooms, and 
enjoy a day in this oasis of greenery!. $85; pre-registration 
required. 
 
FESTIVALS, MUSIC, THEATER, & MORE! 
 
Woods and Waters Day 
Sunday, May 6 - 11am to 3pm @ Mabee Farm 
We’re celebrating woods and waters as we bloom into 
May! Join us for a spring festival exploring plants and 
animals, streams and ponds, and how they all tie together. 
Interactive programs, hands-on crafts, live birds of prey, 
and more for folks of all ages. Co-presented with ECOS and 
the Schenectady Chapter of the ADK. Free! 
 
Barn Square Dance 
Sunday, May 20 - 7pm @ Mabee Farm 
Get ready for a real hootenanny! Veteran callers Elaine and 
Dennis Visconti will guide us through the squares in our  
Dutch barn. All skill levels are welcome, so don’t be shy 
now! $10 per person; food and drink available for purchase.

What’s Happening?
history, from the Colonial era to today’s craft brew revival. 
We’ll sample beers at the Mad Jack Brewery, too! $15 
includes drink at the Van Dyck; pre-registration required.

PROGRAMS, FILMS, & MORE 
 
The Hudson-Mohawk Region: Silicon Valley of the 
Nineteenth Century with Michael P. Barrett 
Saturday, April 7, 2pm @ Mabee Farm 
Join Michael P. Barrett (Executive Director of the Hudson 
Mohawk Industrial Gateway) for a discussion on how the 
Capital Region is considered to be one of the birthplaces of 
the American industrial revolution. 
 
Annual Meeting of the SCHS 
featuring talks by Robert Weible, former NYS Historian 
and Chris Leonard, City of Schenectady Historian 
Saturday, April 28 - 1:30pm @ Mabee Farm 
This year’s annual meeting will feature light fare and a 
roundtable on the future of the SCHS. Robert Weible will 
speak briefly about NYS public history, and Chris Leonard 
will discuss the life of Frederick Eisenmenger, a preteen 
Civil War soldier and Schenectady mayor. $5, free for 
members. 
 
Tales and Treasures with Marilyn Sassi 
Saturday, June 16 - 2pm @ Front Street 
An intimate and rare opportunity to visit one of the finest 
houses in the Mohawk Valley. Marilyn Sassi is an expert in 
regional antiques, and her Stockade home is magnificently 
appointed. We'll spend about 90 minutes with Marilyn as 
she guides us through centuries of Mohawk Valley antiques, 
each imbued with its own mysterious tales. Drinks and light 
fare will follow at the Brouwer House. $35; space is highly 
limited so pre-registration is required.  
 
Josiah Film Screening 
Tuesday, June 19 - 6:30pm @ 32 W 
We’re proud to host a special screening of Josiah.This 
documentary follows the life of the man who inspired 
Harriet Beecher Stowe’s landmark novel Uncle Tom’s Cabin. 
In 1830, Josiah Hensen escaped 40 years of slavery- but 
that was just the beginning of his incredible journey! $5, 
free for members. 
 
FOR FAMILIES 
 
Cat Castle Workshop 
Tuesday, April 3 - 12pm @ Mabee Farm 
Have a knack for crafts and a curious cat? In this family 
friendly workshop, you’ll take common household items 
and create a purr-fectly personalized palace for your feline 
friend. We’ll provide supplies, but feel free to bring your 
own materials.$15/family; pre-registration requested. 
 

NorthEast Theatre presents Chekhov's The Seagull 
May 18 - 7pm, May 19 - 2pm and 7pm, May 20 - 2pm @ Mabee Farm 
May 25 - 7pm, May 26 - 2pm and 7pm, May 27 - 2pm @ Mabee Farm 
A site specific intimate theatre experience. Some 
characters wish for love. Some wish for success. Some wish 
for artistic genius. No one, however, ever seems to attain 
happiness. The Seagull is funny, sad, real and above all...
human. For tickets please visit WWW.ARTFUL.LY/NORTHEAST-
THEATRE-ENSEMBLE. 
 
French and Indian War Reenactment 
Saturday, June 2 - 10am to 5pm @ Mabee Farm 
Sunday, June 3 -  10am to 3pm @ Mabee Farm 
Travel back to the tumultuous year of 1754 as the Mabee 
Farm is transformed into an outpost on the Mohawk 
frontier. Skilled artisans will practice their crafts while 
militiamen prepare for a climactic battle. Canons will 
boom, muskets will flare. The only question is, will you be 
there? $10 per car. 
 
Schenectady Symphony with Fireworks 
Tuesday, July 3 - 5pm @ Mabee Farm 
The Schenectady Symphony is one of this region’s most 
revered music institutions, and actively celebrates our 
living musical heritage. This will be a cross-cultural 
celebration of Independence Day. Food, beverage, and craft 
vendors will be on site, and fireworks will conclude the 
evening. Free! 
 
Howlin' at the Moon 
Sponsored by Wolf Hollow Brewing Company 
Join us at Mabee Farm each month for an evening of full 
moon Americana music. Admission is $6 and refreshments 
— including wine and Wolf Hollow beer — are available for 
purchase. Upcoming concerts include: 
 
Dyer Switch   Everest Rising 
Thursday, March 29 at 7pm  Sunday, April 29 at 7pm 
 
Three Quarters North  THE BIG HOWL 
Tuesday, May 29 at 7pm  Sunday, June 24 at 3pm

 

 

EXHIBITS 
 
Changing Downtown: The Rise, the Raze, and the 
Revitalization of Schenectady 
Through November 2018 @ 32 W 
This exhibition tells the stories of Schenectady's changing 
downtown throughout the years. By exploring the people 
and events that shaped our city, we can better understand 
ourselves and our vision for the future. 
 
Beyond the Pines: Early Schenectady 
Ongoing @ 32 W 
Explore early Schenectady: its founding, its people, and 
what life was like for early Schenectadians. 
 
Mapping Schenectady 
Ongoing @ 32 W 
A selection of our most prominent and interesting maps are 
on permanent display in the Map Gallery. 
 
In Harm's Way: Community Responses to Hurricane 
Irene and Tropical Storm Lee 
Through Oct. 2018 at Mabee Farm 
A partnership with the New York Folklore Society, this 
exhibition explores local responses to hurricanes, the 
devastating impact of natural disasters, and the resiliency 
of our neighbors. 
 
WALKING TOURS 
 
Secret Stockade: ALL NEW for 2018 
Wednesday, May 9 - 10am @ 32 W 
Wednesday, June 13 - 10am @ 32 W 
Wednesday, July 11 - 10am @ 32 W 
Join us for a morning of mysteries as our guide leads 
us from the museum, through the Stockade, and inside 
two Stockade homes, each with their own legends and 
lore. Refreshments will be served inside the Stockade’s 
oldest home, the historic Brouwer House. This tour lasts 
approximately three hours. $20; pre-registration required. 
 
Scandalous Schenectady 
Friday, May 11 - 7pm @ 32 W 
Thursday, June 28 - 7pm @ 32 W 
Every city has its fair share of scandal! This tour through 
the historic Stockade recalls some of Schenectady’s more 
nefarious characters. Bold bootlegging, cruel kidnappings 
and maybe even a few mysterious murders…this tour has it 
all! $10; pre-registration required. 
 
Schenectady Suds Beer Tour 
Thursday, June 21 - 6:30pm @ 32 W 
Take a walk along what was once known as “Brewer’s 
Street,” looking at local history through the lens of a beer 
glass. This walking tour of the Historic Stockade District 
will examine the history of brewing and its impact on our 
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Greetings to New and Renewed Members, Aug-Oct

RECENT DONATIONS

We rely on the generosity of members like you to sustain our mission of sharing 
stories, inspiring dialogue, and encouraging understanding of Schenectady's history. 
Gifts of all amounts are welcome, appreciated, and most importantly, needed. Are 
you interested in planned giving, monthly giving, or remembering the Schenectady 
County Historical Society in your will? To learn more about giving to SCHS, contact 
Mary Treanor at 518-374-0263×0 or OFFICE@SCHENECTADYHISTORICAL.ORG or visit 
SCHENECTADYHISTORICAL.ORG/GIVE.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

William Ackner

James & Cindy 
Albright

Norman Aldrich

Philip & Linda 
Arony

Monica Barrett

Louise A. Basa

Anthony & Patricia 
Bertino

Elmer & Olga 
Bertsch

Ann Bish

David & Marianne 
Blanchard

Carol Borthwick

Sally Brillon

Jim & Sandra 
Buhrmaster

Lou & Judy 
Buhrmaster

Justin Burns

Robert Carney & 
Janine Kava

Diana O. Carter

Anne Christman

David Connelly, Jr. 
& Michol Murphy

Andrea Coppola

Beverly Cornelius

 
 

Lt. Col. Irving 
Costanzo

Dr. Peter Cross

Lynn Cupp

Nancy Curran

Nelson Curtis

Allen David

Gail Denisoff

Dr. Michael & Lillian 
DePetrillo

Sharon R. Dunlap

Lewis Edelheit

James & Ann Eignor

Werner Feibes

Ellen Fladger & 
Arden Rauch

Brian Flahive

Jody Fleming

Matthew George, Jr.

Raymond George

Constance 
Glasgow, MD

John & Lucy 
Halstead

Harlan & Helen 
Harrison

Sheila Holder

Kurt & Janet 
Hollocher

Don & Anne 
Hotaling

Evelyn Incitti

Carol Jabonaski

Dugald & Sharon 
Jackson IV

 Betty Ann Jennings

Karen Brown 
Johnson

Robert Jones

Joseph & Sandra 
Jurczynski

Randall & Donna 
Karl

Michael Kokernak

Dolores Kwolek

Joseph Lapinski

Carolina & Livio 
Lazzari

Jeff Leon

Paul Mabie

Debra & Charles 
McCambridge

Andrew Morris & 
Mary Wallinger

Barbara Muhlfelder

Michael & Barbara 
Naumoff

Susan Near

Nancy Papish

Josephine Parchetta

Jonathan & Joan 
Pearson

David Pecoraro

Mary Pedone

Rev. Patrick Perkins

Teresa Pistolessi

Linda Post

Ronnie Quinn

Carol Reid

James Rothrock & 
Michele De Angelus

AnnMarie Rutkowski

Mario Salerno

Dr. John Schenck & 
Dr. Susan Kalia

Kathleen Secker

Dr. John & Donna 
Spring

Martin Strosberg

Cheryl & Tom Swyers

Evelyn Thode

Gloria Vassolas

Mark Vermilyea

Pamela Vittorio

Samuel & Carol Wait

Paul & Doris Ward

Robert & Brigitte 
Weible

Mark Weintraub

George Wise

Kevin Zawacki

Mary Zawacki

Life Members
Dr. Arulnayagi 
Balasubramanian

Bette Bradway

James & Ann Eignor

Werner L. Feibes

Pamela Felton

Nancy D. Fitzroy, P.E.

Raymond George

John & Lois Harnden

Carol Harvey

Paul T. Heiner

Mr. & Mrs. R.T. Henke

Grace Jorgensen, MD

Mary Kosinski

Laura Lee

Carol V. Lewis

Douglass M. Mabee

Gary & Kim Mabee

Stephen & Nancy Mabie

Edward McElroy, Jr.

Mrs. Ernest Milano

Charles Millington

Theresa Nowicki

Mrs. John Papp

Ronald Ratchford

Clinton Sager, II

Peter Scanlan

Frederick Sistarenik

James & Margo Strosberg

Shirley Sutphen

Esther Swanker

Prof. Paul V. Turner

Mary Elizabeth 
Vandervolgen-Goldman

Gene Vinik

Warren Brinson Weeks, Jr.

John & Marie Woodward

Jay B. Wright

Frieda Wyman

Supporters
James & Cindy Albright

Broughton Foundation

Carlilian Foundation

Clifton Park Halfmoon 
Public Library

Felthousen's Florist

GE Foundation Match 
Program

George E. Franchere Trust

Hartgen Archeology 
Assoc.

IBM Match Program

Mabee Family Foundation

Pattersonville Furniture 
Store

Pedone Business 
Enterprises

Pleasant View Farm

Schenectady County 
Public Library 

Schenectady Foundation

Slick's Restaurant & 
Tavern

Benefactor
Carol Borthwick

Kristina Philip

Sponsor
Jere & Julia Blackwelder

Robert & Sylvie Briber

Phyllis Budka

Dianne J. Gade

Sherie Grignon

Andrew Morris & Mary 
Moore Wallinger

Dirk & Christine Mouw

Edwin & Jean Reilly, Jr.

Ralph Rosenthal

Shirley Thomas

Charles Van Vlack

Donor
Gladys M. Craven

Diane Fisher

Scott Hicks

Betty Ann Jennings

Robert & Elaine Kennedy

Ruth Kerr

Stephen & Ann Lyman

Jean B. Purdy

Dr. John Schenck & Dr. 
Susan Kalia

James & Alice Stewart

Family
Harvey & Mary Alexander

James & Nancy Bedard

Bart & Marilyn Bisgrove

David & Marianne 
Blanchard

Bruce Bonacquist

Daniel & Patricia Bradt

Keith & Syma Cramer

Ian & Stephanie Crowe

Mark & Anita DiCerbo

Dr. & Mrs. Lawrence & 
Ellen Eisenberg

Clifton Park Halfmoon 
Public Library

Charles & Jenny Frank

Donald Gavin

Gerald & Beatrice Hahn

James & Lourdes 
Hathaway

Lawrence James

Douglas & Deborah 
Kreifels

Ronald & Donna Lagasse

Thomas Lawrence & 
Susan Stewart

Christopher Leonard

Kirk & Barbara Lewis

Richard & Linda Lewis, Jr.

Robert & Pat Lillquist

Henry & Betsie Lind

Stephen & Suzanne 
Mackey

 

Bernard & Barbara 
McEvoy

James & Christine 
O'Connor

Leo & Carol Reynolds

Walter & Anne Robb

Randall & Patricia Roeser

James Rothrock & Michele 
De Angelus

Eugene & Eleanor 
Rowland

Douglas Schmid & Melody 
Wolcott

Joanne Snell

Anton Solomon & Jane 
Meader Nye

Richard & Suzanne Unger

Leone Van Epps Pearce

Marc & Donna Viglione

Robert & Brigitte Weible

Peter & Diana Weinberg

George & Ellen Woodzell

Individual
Norman B. Aldrich

Ann Aronson

Roxanne Babcock

Anne Ball

Bobbie Blesse

Theone T. Bob

Susan Bogardus

Ann L. Bowerman

Ann S. Bradburd

Robert Bramwell

Lynn E. Calvin

Katherine Taylor Carney

Thomas Ciancetta

Marion S. Clas

Willem A. Coetzee

Steven Cornick

Mary Cummings

Amber DeSimony

Mary Jane Dike

Paul L. Dimon

Rosemary Duffy

Elizabeth M. Ehrcke

James J. Elbrecht

Rosalie Fadem

Polly Feigenbaum

Vivian Ferraro

William X. Fischer

Arnold S. Fisher

Dorothy M. Foley

L. Arlene Frederick

John Gearing

Nellie Georgelos

Lyn Gordon

Carol Griesemer

Elaine Guidice

Jean Daley Gwynn

Megan Haessig

David Heckeler

Judith Herbert

Alicia V. Hermance

Erin Hill-Burns

Sheila Holder

Sylvia E. Hosegood

Philip Hourigan

Robin Izzo

Emily Ann Jensvold

Patsy Joinnides

Robert J. Jones

Hasna Kaddo

Sharrell Kane

Francis Karwowski

Ursula E. Keiski

Wayne J. Kimball

Michael Kokernak

Rita Lancefield

Timothy Lederach

Mark LeGere

Jerry L. Leonardo

Edward Lorentzen

Edward Kruesi Lorraine

Katharine L. Lowe

Lynda Lukas

Richard MacKinnon

Harry Mann

Jessica Many

Mary B. McClaine

Michele McGovern

Roger Michael

Marianne Josefiak Miller

Debra Enright Moyer

Michael Munson

Thomas Negus

Judith Newton

Robert R. Pascucci

Nick Petraccione

Barbara Piper

Donna Poole

Richard Rainey

Margaret Reich

John Rudzinski

Mary Ann Ruscitto

Marilyn J. Sassi

Lauren Schauer

Gordon Schaufelberg

Nathaniel Schied

Elinore Schumacher

Van der Bogert Shanklin

Juliana Shei

Diana Smolenski

Martha M. Szuminskyj

Carl Taeubner

Raffele A. Tedeschi

Evelyn Thode

Eugene F. Van Dyke, Jr.

Antonia M. Walsh

Mark Weintraub

Lorraine Whiting

Malcolm Willison

Jacquelin Willoughby

Frank Yunker III

Mary Zawacki
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Three Dresses, Three Stories, One Family

Amelia was 29 years old 
when she married William 
Barker Landreth at the First 

Presbyterian Church in Schenectady 
in May of 1881. They must have 
been overcome with excitement; 
it was a big day for them both. Not 
only would they begin a new life as 
husband and wife, William was also 
set to graduate from Union College 
that very day. Amelia chose her 
best dress for this special occasion: 
an olive green, silk taffeta gown. 
Though a white wedding dress was 
the new trend amongst socialites, 
thanks to Queen Victoria, white just 
wouldn’t be practical. Emulating 
the latest Victorian styles, Amelia’s 
dress had a tightly fitted bodice, 
a high buttoned neckline, narrow 
sleeves trimmed just below the 
elbow, and a long, multi-layered 
skirt that was bustled in the back. 
Most importantly, the dress could be 
worn on more than one occasion.

Amelia and William’s first few 
years of marriage were trying. 
William’s job as a civil engineer 
meant long hours and lots of travel. 
Shortly after the wedding, he left 
for Mexico where he spent two 
years surveying land for a new 
railroad. Upon his return, William 
served as an engineer for various 
cities throughout NYS, moving 
his growing family with him. In 
1888, William became the first city 
engineer for Schenectady, and 
was finally able to settle down. He 
built a house at 20 Gillespie Street 
where he and Amelia raised three 
daughters.

Louise was the youngest of the three 
Landreth girls. Born in 1891 in the 
house on Gillespie Street, she ended 
up living there for most of her 
life. Here, Louise celebrated many 
milestones, including the marriages 
of her two older sisters. When it 
came time for her own wedding in 
May 1920, Louise had an intimate 

ceremony at the house on Gillespie. 
Unlike her mother’s wedding dress, 
Louise chose to wear white, which 
had by then become a standard 
in bridal wear. Gone were the 
restricting fashions of the Victorian 
era. Women were wearing more 
loose fitting garments, and Louise’s 
choice was perfect for a garden 
wedding. She wore a knee-length, 
white satin and georgette crepe 
dress with a drop waist, v-neckline, 
and sleeves that capped at the 
shoulder. A tulle veil decorated with 
orange blossoms and a bouquet of 
white sweet pea flowers finished the 
look. It was a beautiful spring day 
and the air was filled with the scent 
of lilies.

Louise's husband was Elmer LeRoy 
Anderson, a choice her parents 
must have been proud of. Like the 
rest of the men in the family, Elmer 
was an engineer. A recent graduate 
of the University of Nebraska, 
Elmer was drawn to Schenectady by 
General Electric, where he quickly 
found a  job as a turbine engineer. 
The young couple chose to live on 
Gillespie with Louise’s parents.  
Here, the young couple started a 
family of their own, giving birth 
to their only daughter, Dorothy, on 
December 8, 1921. 

For most of Dorothy’s childhood, 
she and her parents lived with her 
grandfather on Gillespie Street. 
After graduating from Skidmore 
College with an art degree, Dorothy 
got a job as a graphic artist at GE. 
Perhaps it was while working that 
she met her future husband, James 
Garfield Shaw. 

Dorothy and James were married 
in 1944 at St. George’s Episcopal 
Church. James was a Schenectady 
native who attended Union College 
and worked at General Electric. 
During World War II, every aspect 
of everyday life was affected, 

even fashion. Rationing meant 
the availability of silk and metal 
for clothing was limited and very 
expensive. Still, Dorothy managed 
to have a now traditional “white 
wedding.” While her dress was of 
ivory satin, the gown was made 
without a single piece of metal. 
The fitted bodice was closed with 
plastic clasps instead of a zipper 
and the decorative buttons were 
made of fabric. The long, sweeping 
train was bustled using fabric ties. 
Her shoulder length veil fell from 
a plastic circlet and was adorned 
with orange blossoms, just like her 
mother wore over sixty years earlier. 

After the wedding, Dorothy chose 
to leave the workforce to focus 
on raising her family. She and 
James lived in Scotia until 1973, 
when James was transferred to 
the G.E. offices in San Jose, CA. 
In 1980, Dorothy’s parents, Louise 
and Elmer, also said goodbye 
to Schenectady and moved to 
California to be closer to their 
daughter.

Amelia, Louise, and Dorothy’s 
wedding dresses are now in the 
collection of SCHS. They were 
donated by Dorothy’s daughter, 
Suzanne, in 2017. These three 
dresses not only tell the story 
of a single family through three 
generations, but are also a 
visual reflection of the changing 
traditions, customs, and values of 
our society. In these dresses we see 
the shifting meaning of marriage, 
the formation of modern wedding 
traditions, the changing role of 
women, the influence of social 
movements, and the impact of war 
on the way we dress. For some, 
fashion is simply something you put 
on, but if you look deeper, fashion is 
illustrative of so much more. It is an 
echo of the transformation of time 
and culture.
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next morning, the day 
the game was to be 
played.

NYC, Sept. 22, 1981

Dick Walsh, Fred Reich, 
and I began preparing 
to defend against the 
Attorney General’s 
appeal on behalf of 
Governor Carey, and left 
for NYC accompanied 
by my  twelve year old 
son, Dan. At 6AM we 
received a telephone 
call from Ted Reinhard, 
who announced very 
calmly that our client’s 
office in downtown Schenectady (408 State Street) 
was bombed during the early morning hours. Ted 
explained that it was not a serious matter, but that 
some windows were broken and the police were 
investigating. We immediately discussed the matter 
among ourselves and decided that it was critical to 
advise the Court in New York exactly what happened. 
We would argue that the bombing was not a reason to 
cancel the game, but simply to make sure that there 
was enough police security at the game.

Dick Walsh argued the case based on freedom of 
speech and association principles, and advised 
the Court about the bombing the night before. The 
Court then said it would not issue a decision until it 
received Judge Munson’s written opinion, which we 
had not seen up to that point, and didn’t understand 
how it could be delivered to the Court in time to 
decide before the 7PM game time.

US Supreme Court, Sept. 22, 1981

As we waited, we lunched, gave numerous TV and 
radio interviews, and considered what would happen 
if we lost the case in the Second Circuit. Some 
research in the Court library about how to appeal 
to the Supreme Court revealed a Court Rule about 
“emergency” appeals. This could apply to our case 
because the game was scheduled within the next 
few hours. Hastily and painfully we drafted some 
papers by hand. I distinctly remember going into a 
phone booth and telephoning the Chief Clerk of the 
US Supreme Court to go over what we had done, and 
whether it met the Court’s standards. The clerk was 
extraordinarily kind; he said that Justice Thurgood 
Marshall, the judge on duty that day, was aware 
of the case and that he had postponed his dinner 
appointment to hear whatever was presented to him, 
including hand-written documents. The only problem 

was that we would not 
be able to make it to 
Washington in time, even 
using the Eastern Airlines 
shuttle. So we knew  if 
we lost in the Second 
Circuit Court of Appeals 
in NY, we were finished, 
and Selfridge would be 
disappointed.

A little after 3PM, we got 
the written opinion from 
the Court of Appeals via 
fax. We were victorious! 
The game could be played, 
BUT, if there was violence, 
the Governor could 
stop the game. We were 

satisfied with that decision.

I then called the Supreme Court Clerk and told him 
what had happened. The Governor had a helicopter 
ready to go to Washington with the papers to appeal 
the Court of Appeals’ decision. We would not be 
joining. The clerk told us to call him back at around 
5:30PM for Justice Marshall’s decision. Accordingly, 
at 5:30PM, the clerk told us that Justice Marshall had 
denied the appeal of Governor Carey and that the 
game could be played that evening!

Postscript

That evening, as we got on the subway, we bought a 
copy of the New York Times, which had a big article 
about the case and its implications for free speech. 
At 7PM Bleecker Stadium was under heavy police 
protection, and the game was played amidst heavy 
rain and vocal demonstrations, including one led by 
Pete Seeger. The Spingboks beat the Eastern Rugby 
Union team, 41-0. Later that night, Ted Koppel’s 
Nightline broadcast a live segment from Albany. 
Three days later, in an unpublicized game, the 
Springboks played the US National Team at the Owl 
Creek Polo Grounds in Glenville. The Spingboks won 
again 38-6 with only 30 people watching, the lowest 
attendance for an international sporting event.

As for that momentous day in New York City when 
we won our freedom of speech case, the only thing 
my son remembers is the hotdog he ate outside 
the courthouse. Because the winning attorneys are 
entitled to reimbursement for expenses, the hotdog 
was paid for by the State of New York. 

Springboks, a world-class team, to come to the US 
and play matches against our fledgling teams in order 
to promote and popularize the sport.  Selfridge raised 
$25,000 for this endeavor, and in August 1981 the 
Springboks decided to embark on a world tour.

The Springboks’ multi-city US tour started in Los 
Angeles, but the game was cancelled due to anti-
apartheid demonstrations.  The game scheduled for 
Chicago was also “cancelled”, but really was played 
at a secret location in Racine, Wisconsin in the early 
morning. After that, games in New York City and 
Rochester were cancelled, leaving only one game 
left: Albany, NY.  For the Albany game, Albany Mayor 
Erastus Corning had granted contractual permission 
for Selfridge’s rugby team (the Eastern Rugby Union) 
to use Albany’s Bleecker Stadium for a game in late 
September 1981.

Schenectady, Sept. 17, 1981

Selfridge learned on Sept. 17 that the Albany 
game was to be cancelled too. Governor Hugh 
Carey cancelled the game based on a State Police 
report that warned of potential violence. Selfridge 
immediately engaged attorney Ted Reinhard to 
see what could be done legally to keep the game 
from being cancelled. Ted asked the author of this 
article to join a conference with two other attorneys, 
Richard Walsh and Fred Reich, to prepare legal 
papers in an attempt to stop the cancellation of the 
game. We had very little information upon which to 
prepare the papers, and thus sought an injunction 
against Governor Carey’s cancellation of the game. 
Fortunately, we received help from Steven Shapiro, 
an attorney with the New York Civil Liberties Union, 
who had been tracking the Springboks’ failed US 
tour. He sent us his legal research which highlighted 
the legal theories to support our case. In those days, 
with no Internet or email, the quickest way to get the 
material was by Greyhound bus from NYC to Albany.  
We then began the preparation of legal papers, to 
establish the rights of our clients of free speech and 
association by playing the game of rugby against 
the Springboks. Because Governor Carey believed 
the game could possibly foment public unrest, this 
right, as evidenced by the contract with the City of 
Albany, was now being taken away without showing 
an imminent threat of violence to the public. We 
delivered the papers to Mayor Corning and Governor 
Carey on Sept. 18, demanding that they be prevented 
from stopping the game scheduled for Sept. 22.  
Because time was of the essence, we spent Saturday 
and Sunday preparing a legal brief detailing the 
Constitutional rights of freedom of speech and  
association as set forth in the First and Fourteenth 
Amendments, and arguing why there was not 

sufficient evidence of violence to prevent our client 
from exercising those rights. We filed this brief with 
the Court the next day.

Albany, Sept. 21, 1981

The case was heard in Albany Federal District Court 
before Chief Judge Howard Munson the day before 
the game was scheduled. Representing the Governor 
was Peter Yellin, head of litigation for the Attorney 
General’s Office. Also present was the Albany City 
Attorney and Mayor Corning himself. Representing 
Tom Selfridge and the Eastern Rugby Union were 
Dick Walsh, Fred Reich and me. Representing the 
Capital District Coalition Against Apartheid was 
Lanny Walter, and representing the New York Civil 
Liberties Union was Steven Shapiro

The Attorney General presented to Judge Munson a 
confidential State Police report. As we waited for the 
Judge’s decision, I spoke with Lanny Walter of the 
Civil Liberties Union. I told him that I thought the 
Capital District Coalition Against Apartheid should 
support the game because they would have a venue 
to peacefully protest apartheid. He said that he 
understood what I was saying, but that his client’s 
instructions were otherwise. I never thought too 
much about that conversation until a number of years 
later, when I believed that the real people whose 
rights to free speech and association were being 
denied by Governor Carey’s actions were the people 
protesting against apartheid. They were the ones 
who would be deprived the right of peaceful protest 
at Bleecker Stadium. However, because the Coalition 
did not assert such rights, we were left with the 
argument that playing the game itself was a matter of 
free speech and association of the players.

In any event, Judge Munson returned to the 
courtroom and announced that there was nothing in 
the State Police report indicating an imminent threat 
of violence. He then ruled that the game should be 
played, and granted our request for an injunction. 
Interestingly, Mayor Corning, who was a named 
defendant along with Governor Carey, but who had 
originally agreed to the use of Bleecker Stadium, got 
up and spoke eloquently in our favor to grant the 
injunction against Carey’s action to stop the game. He 
was a very strong proponent of free speech. 

Leaving the courthouse, we, along with Selfridge,  
were faced with a group of angry protesters. They 
called us Nazis, which was disconcerting indeed. 
Fortunately there was no violence. Having won 
the case in Albany, we were immediately served 
with papers by the Attorney General appealing the 
decision to the Second Circuit Court of the US Court 
of Appeals in New York City and to be heard the very 
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On the last day of the 1820 New York State 
legislative session, the third ward of the 
City of Schenectady became the Town of 

Rotterdam. The Legislature approved the creation 
of the town, which had primarily been farm 
lands and wood lots for settlers who lived in the 
Schenectady Stockade. Rotterdam grew from 
about 1,500 people in 1820 to a current population 
of over 29,000 residents. Its rich history has been 
influenced by the growing of broom corn and the 
development of railroads, which, together with the 
Erie Canal, were instrumental in opening up the 
mid-western US.

Those of us in Rotterdam will be celebrating 
our Bicentennial in 2020, and are encouraging 
interested citizens to become part of this occasion. 
Plans include a Bicentennial parade, historic 
seminars, a photographic Facebook page, and a 
collection of oral histories. A citizens committee 
will be formed to plan and carry out many different 
types of activities. If you are interested, please 
contact us at ROTTERDAM2020@ROTTERDAMNY.ORG or 
call John Woodward at 518-429-5473.

Around the County Around the Society
Photos by SCHS staff of our sites this winter, including an aerial view of the Mabee Farm, and two 
new exhibitions at 32 Washington Ave.

Rotterdam to Celebrate Bicentennial
in 2020 by John J. Woodward, Town Historian

A view of Rotterdam with GE in the background.
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