
Growing up in Schenectady County Survey/Questionnaire 
 
Thank you for taking the time to complete this short questionnaire about Growing up in 
Schenectady County! Your stories and the stories of the people around you are unique, 
valuable treasures for your family and your community. By collecting the memories of 
those who grew up in our region we can better understand our community and preserve 
those experiences for future generations. We know Schenectadians have some 
amazing stories- and we want to hear them! 
 
You do not have to answer every question in this questionnaire. You may write several 
paragraphs, or just a few short sentences. Feel free to be as descriptive as you would 
like. The more details you are able to share, the more succinct and thorough your story 
will be! 
 
 

1. Please state your name and age. 
 

2. What town did you grow up in? If you were not born in Schenectady County, at 
what age did you move here? 

 
3. Can you describe what your neighborhood was like? Or, if you lived in a rural 

area, what were your surroundings like?  
 

4. Tell us about life at home, like your parent's occupation, your siblings, what kind 
of chores you had to do, or describe your bedroom.  

 
5. Do you remember who your first friends were? If so, how did you meet? Were 

they kids from the neighborhood, or did you meet at school?  
 

6. Describe what you and your friends did together for fun. For example: what type 
of games did you play and which was your favorite? Where was the a local "hang 
out" spot, or what did “hanging out” look like when you were young? 

 
7. What type of toys did you play with growing up? What was your favorite one?  

 
8. What schools did you attend? Do any particular memories stand out to you? 

(teachers, classes, etc.) 
 



9. Did you walk to school or take the bus? Or perhaps a parent/family friend brought 
you? When you got to high school, did you have a car you were able to drive?  

 
10.Were you involved in any extracurricular activities? (sports, clubs, music, etc.) If 

so, what drew you to them? 
 

11.What did you want to be when you grew up? Why? 
12.What is your favorite memory of growing up in Schenectady County?  

 
 
Can the Schenectady County Historical Society share your story? 
 
By signing below you give the Schenectady County Historical Society permission to 
share portions of this survey with the public. This may include, but is not limited to, use 
in exhibition, publication (such as newsletter articles), and research.  
 
 
__________________________________________ 
Name/date 
 
 
Should we have any follow up questions, may we contact you? 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
Address/Phone number  
 
 
 
Please return to:  
 
Susanna Fout 
Schenectady County Historical Society 
32 Washington Ave 
Schenectady, NY 12305 
518-374-0263 x 4 
exhibits@schenectadyhistorical.org  

mailto:exhibits@schenectadyhistorical.org

