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PRESIDENT CHESTER ALAN ARTHUR, SCHENECTADIAN 
by Frank Taormina 

   

 
                                       Chester Alan Arthur (1829-1886) 
    by sculptor George Edwin Bissell, erected in Madison Square Park in Manhattan on June 13, 1899 
 
Yates Street in Schenectady runs north and south from Union Street to Liberty Street, from the Friendship 
Baptist Church on Union Street to the Katbird Shop at the corner of Liberty and Yates. In the late 1840s it was 
regularly traversed by the only former resident of Schenectady and the only graduate of Union College ever 
destined to occupy the office of President of the United States.  
                                                                                                                                                                                             continued on pages 4-5 
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                                            Letter from the President   
 

The month of April was Volunteer Service Awareness Month. The search for new members and 
volunteers is always a Society priority. We need many helping hands and we welcome all who 
have the time and interest to invest in our programs. We have created a “Volunteer College” to 
provide information about every section of the Society and the volunteer jobs needed to 
support them.  We have close to 1500 students registered to visit the Mabee Farm Historic Site 
during May and June.  We need help with visitor reception, gift shop and kitchen coverage, and 
service as program docents and demonstrators. Check the website calendar for dates, starting 
times, and speakers for the Volunteer College sessions and come and try one. 

At this time I would like to honor and pay tribute to two individuals who have provided years of 
volunteer service to the Society.  Sadly, we learned of the death of Sally van Schaick.  Sally, as 
well as her late husband John, provided many years of service to the Society as both volunteers 
and Board members.  Sally and John’s guidance, direction, and hard work were invaluable in 
creation of the Mabee Farm Historic Site and the newly built George E. Franchere Education 
Center. The van Schaick family will hold a Memorial Service for Sally at the Mabee Farm on 
Sunday, August 4. We will provide more detailed information as it becomes available. Frank 
Taormina’s personal remembrance of Sally follows this Letter. 
 

Elsie Maddaus has had a long tenure with the Society in general and the Board of Trustees in 
particular. She began her association with us in 1992 as Librarian / Archivist, and remained in 
that capacity until 1999, at which time she retired and was elected Trustee.  Elsie has now 
chosen to leave that position but will continue to serve as a volunteer in the Library and at 
events when needed.  Thank you, Elsie, for your dedication and extensive service to the Society. 
At the Annual Meeting on April 9, Niskayuna Town Historian Kathleen Schoolcraft Historian was 
elected by membership to serve the remainder of Elsie’s term as Trustee. Welcome Kathy!  
 

We have many interesting programs, exhibits, and workshops coming up during the months of 
May and June.  The “Howlin’ at the Moon” music series begins on May 24th in the Dutch Barn at 
the Mabee Farm.  Get ready to come and “Howl” with us as the full moon rises!                                                                                                                      
       -Merritt 

           IN MEMORIAM — Sally van Schaick 
 

The gifts we receive from other people come to us in many forms. 
Among the best are the warmth and acceptance in the greetings 
we experience from individuals we come in contact with – 
unstinting respect accompanied by smiles and good humor. Could 
any of us want anything more? When we add intelligence and a 
willingness to contribute time and energy to the causes we share 
an interest in, such grace and generosity cannot help but elicit 
our gratitude.  Sally was a gift to all of us at the Historical Society. 
Her  efforts as a volunteer in the  Grems-Doolittle  Library and her  

service as Newsletter Editor helped to compile a record of Schenectady’s history which, for 
many of us, is a source of endless fascination, and which, without the efforts of people like Sally, 
simply would not exist. Along with her husband John she played an important role in the 
Society’s relationship with George Franchere and in the eventual acquisition of the Mabee 
Farm. Her willingness to extend herself to others in need and to use her time and energy for the 
benefit of others without claiming or expecting recognition for her efforts are other qualities 
which she brought to the community fortunate enough to have her as one of its members. Sally, 
the very first female graduate of Union College and twice honored as a Patroon of the City of 
Schenectady, will be missed by the entire community with which she so generously shared the 
abundance of her personal talents. 
                                                                              –Frank Taormina 
                                                                                                                                              



Calendar of Exhibits and Programs: at 32 Washington Avenue, Schenectady (HQ) or at the 
George E. Franchere Education Center (FEC) on the Mabee Farm in Rotterdam Junction 

For more information about all the events occurring at 32 Washington Avenue, or at the Mabee Farm Site or at its 
George E. Franchere Education Center  (FEC), please check the Historical Society’s website at www.schist.org  or  
call the Historical Society at (518) 374-0263 and listen for the option describing Programs.  Call (518) 887-5073 
regarding programs at the Mabee Farm, or at the Franchere Education Center (FEC). 

All EXHIBITS   and PROGRAMS  are free for Society members and students and $5.00 for non-members 
unless otherwise indicated 

EXHIBITS 

@32 Washington Avenue: 

(now through May) The Mohawk Colored Giants – a 
baseball team founded in 1913. Over its history, with the 
help of outstanding players like superstar William 
“Buck” Ewing, the Mohawk Colored Giants became the 
most successful independent black team in the eastern 
New York area. The exhibit is based on Frank Keetz’s 
recently donated extensive collection of memorabilia. 

(opening in June) Underlying Structures: What Shaped 
the Victorian Woman? – Come see some of the newest 
additions to the Society’s costume collection and view 
an in-depth look at Victorian era material culture. 

(SCHS 2nd floor) Barney’s, Bickelman’s, and 
Businesses of Yore – Step back in time and view the 
stores of Schenectady at the beginning of the 20th 
century. Local jewelers, department stores, and more 
will be featured. 

(opening in May) Discovering a Community’s History 
in a Backyard: Archeology at 32 Front Street – this is 
an exhibit mounted by the class titled Introduction into 
Museum Exhibits offered through the SCCC Community 
Archeology Program. The focus is on the first phase of 
the dig at 32 Front Street. See fascinating artifacts and 
discover why things may not always be what they seem. 

@ The Mabee Farm – George E. Franchere 
Education Center (FEC) 

(now through June) Building on the Farm: A Legacy of 
Architecture at the Mabee Farm 

From the stone house to the inn, from the brick house to 
the barn, the Mabee Farm is home to a number of 
interesting architectural gems. The exhibit focuses on the 
unique architectural aspects of the current buildings on 
the site and lays out the evolution of the buildings at this 

historic site. A highlight of this exhibit is the newest 
painting titled Legacy by the artist Len Tantillo. 
(downstairs gallery at the FEC)  Month of May: The Art 
of Frank Gilmore, Ann Norsworthy-Rigley, and Ralph 
Rosenthal. Month of June: Art works from the Southern 
Saratoga Artists’ Society 

 PROGRAMS    

@Mabee Farm – FEC 

Saturday, May 4th at 2:00 PM – Public unveiling of the 
newly commissioned Len Tantillo painting Legacy 
featuring the Mabee Farm.  Lecture – Dutch Vernacu-
lar Architecture in North America – presented by John 
Stevens, an expert on Dutch architecture in America 

@ 32 Washington Avenue 
 
Saturday, May 11, at 2:00 PM 
Black Jacks, White Sails, and Shipmates 
presented by David Dziewulski 

Join us for a presentation by David Dziewulski on 
African-American Sailors during the Civil War. 
Included in the presentation will be information on the 
black sailors' numbers, roles, perceptions, attitudes and 
equality in the integrated Union Navy. 

Saturday, June 22nd at 2:00 PM – Book Talk The 
Mysterious Black Migration, 1810-1820: The Van 
Vrankens and other Families of African Descent 
in Washington County, New York – Speaker: L. 
Lloyd Stewart 

Saturday, June 29th at 2:00 PM – Preserving 
Family Photographs and Documents – Speaker: 
Grems-Doolittle Librarian / Archivist Melissa Tacke
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Taormina - continued from page 1. 

 
                         Chester Alan Arthur 
Chester Alan Arthur was born in Fairfield, Vermont on 
October 5, 1829, the son of William Arthur and Malvina 
Stone. He moved often in his youth with his father, a 
Baptist minister, whose last church still stands beside 
Route 9 in Newtonville, now serving as the Post Office for 
that community, not far from the house he and his family 
occupied, and from their final resting place. William 
Arthur, his relatives, including his son Chester, all rest 
together at the Albany Rural Cemetery at a grave site 
marked by the statue of an angel whose presence summons 
the attention of all who fall within sight of her.  

Chester Arthur was admitted to Union College at age 15 in 
1844 and graduated at age 19 in 1848. He taught school 
briefly in several localities not far from his family’s home, 
attended law school in Ballston Spa, and wound up as a 
lawyer in the office of Erastus Colvin in New York City in 
1854. Colvin, like Chester’s father William, was an 
abolitionist. Under these influences it is not surprising to 
learn that Chester Arthur became an abolitionist as well. In 
1854, Arthur’s entry into a career as a lawyer coincided 
with the founding of the Republican Party, which he joined 
and served as a member until his death in 1886.  
 
During the years when Chester Arthur was most politically 
active, the leading figures in Republican Politics were 
Ulysses S. Grant, President of the United States from 1869 
to 1877, Roscoe Conkling, First Republican Senator 
from New York State, 1867 to 1881, and Thurlow 
Weed, never an elected official, but a power in Whig 
and Republican Politics for much of the 19th century. 
All of these men operated in a political system 
characterized as the “Spoils System,” clearly 
understood by all political participants to mean that if you 
won the political race you had the power to choose who got 
which government job and the salary to be paid for it. With 

a degree of frequency that was increasingly disturbing, it 
turned out that quite often the person who got the job and 
the pay did not show up for work and could not do the job 
when they did show up! But, no matter, as long as the job 
holder understood that he had to give back a percentage of 
his pay to the party that elected him, and so long as he did 
so, he could keep his job.  
 

Chester Arthur, a capable person, made his earliest 
connection with the spoils system when he, apparently 
through his acquaintance with Thurlow Weed, got to know 
Edwin D. Morgan, who had been elected Governor of New 
York in 1858. Morgan liked Arthur and in 1861, when the 
Civil War broke out, appointed Arthur Quartermaster of 
New York State, with responsibility to organize logistical 
support for all the men from New York who were going 
into the Union Army. This was a very big job which Arthur 
carried out in a creditable fashion. Governor Morgan was 
reelected to a second two-year term in 1860 but not 
reelected in 1862, so Arthur, in accord with the standard 
Spoils rule, lost that role to Democrat S. V. (Sebastian 
Visscher) Talcott as of January 1, 1863. Talcott, after a 
short time in the position, was unsparing in his praise of the 
way Arthur had organized and carried out his responsibility 
as Quartermaster General. 
 

 
  
                       Ellen Lewis Herndon Arthur 

In October 1859, before the outbreak of the Civil War, 
Arthur had married a beautiful young woman, Ellen Lewis 
Herndon of Virginia, in October 1859. Ellen Herndon 
Arthur had a brother who later served in the Confederate 
Army. In addition, one of Arthur’s sisters married a friend 
of Arthur’s who also served in the Confederate Army. 
These personal connections may have played a role in 
Arthur’s decision not to go on active military duty during 
the conflict but to remain in New York City where he 
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lived, continue his law practice, resume  political activity, 
and nurture and increase his “connections,” a way of life at 
which he excelled. Through this process he developed a 
relationship with Roscoe Conkling, Senator from Utica, 
and, at this time one of the dominant figures in Republican 
politics in New York. Conkling, a staunch supporter of 
Ulysses S. Grant during and after Grant’s presidency, was 
the most important figure in a segment of the Republican 
Party called “Stalwarts,” and Chester Arthur became one. 
The term denoted strong support for and loyalty to 
President Grant. 
 

In 1871, as a reward for his loyalty and hard work in 
support of the Republican Party, and through the influence 
of Conkling, President Grant appointed Chester Arthur 
“Collector of the Port of New York.” This was the 
plumpest, the sweetest plum of all the fruits available for 
distribution to the party faithful during this period of 
American History. An important part of Arthur’s career, it 
became the subject of controversy when he lost the job 
after Grant’s term ended and another President decided to 
use it to reward one of his loyal followers. 
 
The story becomes one of political conflict as Stalwarts 
struggle with another faction called “Half-breeds” for 
control of the Republican Party and the Presidency, and 
hence the “Spoils.” In the midst of this turmoil, Ellen 
Arthur loses her life in January, 1880 while her husband is 
attending a political meeting in Albany, a very sad chapter 
in Arthur’s life. Later in that year, 1880, Stalwart Arthur is 
offered the opportunity to run for the vice-presidency by 
James Garfield, a “Half-breed.” Against the advice of his 
friend Roscoe Conkling, Arthur accepts the nomination, 
and goes on with Garfield to win the election of 1880. 
 

 

              Arthur taking the oath as President of the 
             United States on September 19, 1882. 
 

After Garfield and Arthur are inaugurated in March of 
1881, a struggle ensues between the Stalwarts and the Half-
breeds over issues directly related to the Spoils System, 
with each faction of the party insisting on its right to 
control the spoils. Then, in a manner no one could have 
predicted, events take one surprising turn after another. 
First, Roscoe Conkling resigns his Senate seat, thinking he 
will be quickly re-elected by the New York State 
Legislature in recognition of his awesome power. But to 
his consternation, the Legislature does  not  re-elect him.  
Then, shortly after that, while on his way to attend an event 
at his Alma Mater, Williams College, President  Garfield is 
shot by Charles J. Guiteau.  After a little more than two and 
a half months, Garfield dies of his wounds, Chester Arthur 
is sworn in as President on September 19, 1882, and, as a 
political cartoon of the day shows, courageously faces the 
skeptical cabinet that he has inherited 

 
 

Arthur himself was apprehensive. For him, this series of 
events is, to say the least, unsettling. He did not want to be 
President, and, many of Arthur’s associates who saw him 
as the ultimate “Spoils-Man” were repelled at the idea of 
having him occupy the presidency and use the office as a 
means to cede the Spoils to his political allies.  
 

For many, the story took an unexpected turn when Arthur, 
acting in what is often characterized as “a dignified and 
responsible” manner did not do any of the things his 
political enemies feared that he would do. All of his 
biographers quote observers to the effect that everything in 
his administration of the presidential office turned out to be 
much better than anyone would have expected it to be. The 
accomplishment most often cited is his January 1883 
signature on the Pendleton Civil Service Reform Act 
which, however ironically, was the first step in putting an 
end to the Spoils System.  
 

Sadly, while he was in office, Arthur’s health deteriorated. 
Knowing that he suffered from Bright’s disease, he did not 
seriously contend for nomination to a second term in 1884. 
He returned to his home in New York City in 1885 
where he died on November 19th, 1886. He is interred 
next to his wife and other members of his family in 
the Albany Rural Cemetery.  
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Schenectady County Historical Society  
 

Members & Contributors from April 1, 2012 through March 31, 2013 (FY2012) 
 
Life  
Dr. N. Balasubramaniam 
Bette Bradway 
Mr. & Mrs. Merrill Brown 
Ron & Mary Chatfield 
Jim & Ann Eignor 
Werner Feibes 
Roland Fitzroy 
Mr. & Mrs. R.L. George 
Mrs. John E. Hancock 
John & Lois Harnden 
Mrs. Carol Harvey 
Paul Heiner 
Mr. & Mrs. R.T. Henke 
Dr. Grace Jorgensen 
George W. Juno 
Catherine Kindl 
Mrs. T. S. Kosinski 
Laura Lee Linder 
Douglass Mabee 
Gary & Kim Mabee 
Stephen & Nancy Mabie 
Edward H. McElroy, Jr. 
Mrs. Ernest J. Milano 
Charles I. Millington 
Mrs. John Papp 
Ronald Ratchford 
Clinton W. Sager II 
Peter J. Scanlan 
Marjorie L. Schmid 
James D.J. Schmitt 
Frederick Sistarenik 
Mr. & Mrs. Joe Strange 
Shirley Sutphen 
Esther M. Swanker 
Paul V. Turner 
Sally van Schaick 
Gene Vinik 
W. Brinson Weeks, Jr. 
Jay B. Wright 
Frieda H. Wyman  
 
Patron 
Jim & Cindy Albright 
Linda S. Flynt 
 
Benefactor 
Ruth E. Bergeron 
Merritt & Patricia Glennon 
Neil & Jane Golub 
 

Charles & Debra ▼   
                  McCambridge 
John & Cindy Seacord 
Dr. John & Donna Spring 
 
Sponsor 
Phil & Jo Adams 
Edgar D. Alderson            
Dr. John & Carolyn Assini  
Elmer & Olga Bertsch 
Elwin & Flo Bigelow 
Nancy Nicholas & Ralph▼ 
                          Blackwood 
David & Marianne ▼ 
                       Blanchard 
Bill & Carol Borthwick  
Bob & Sylvie Briber 
Earl & Rita Brinkman 
Eleanor Brown 
Jim & Sandra Buhrmaster 
Keith & Marjorie Byrnes 
Kenneth Chase 
Andy & Heather Chestnut 
Nancy Johnsen Curran 
Albert C. Di Nicola 
Alden & Gay Doolittle 
Nancy E. Dykeman 
Elizabeth Farrar  
Dianne J. Gade  
Tom & Nancy Gifford 
Melanie Glennon 
Sherie Grignon 
Dr. Richard & Lois Ann ▼ 
                                 Gullott 
John & Lucy Halstead 
Tom & Joan Hickmott 
Analine Hicks 
Donna Nealon Hoffman 
Bob Carney & Janine Kava 
Charles & Rebekah   ▼    
                               Jensen 
Karen Brown Johnson 
Joseph & Sandra     ▼ 
                         Jurczynski 
Ernest & Gloria Kahn 
Robert & Elaine Kennedy 
Don & Ruth Kerr 
Dana A. Lansing 
John & Traute Lehner   
Col. John Lighthall 
Brenda M. Mabie 
 

Mardy Moore 
Dirk & Christine Mouw 
Nancy W. Ottati 
Dale Miller & Zoe Oxley 
Stephen & Judith Pagano 
Jon & Joan Pearson IV 
Edwin D. & Jean M. Reilly  
Robert & Helen Ringlee 
Ralph Rosenthal 
Dr. Fouad & Maria Sattar 
Doug Sayles 
James & Beverly Sefcik 
Ellen Flora Stanton 
Jane Bucci Stewart 
Frank Taormina 
Shirley J. Thomas  
Dr. Maynard & Kay Toll, Jr. 
Paul Tracy 
Charles Van Vlack 
David & Ann Vincent 
Dr. William & Greta Wagle  
Dr. Samuel & Carol Wait 
Joyce Wallace 
David & Janice Walz 
Greg Welsh 
 
Donor 
L. Ann Bish 
James F. Cerniglia 
Anne Christman 
Whylen & Carolyn Cooper 
Gladys M. Craven 
Carol DeLaMarter 
Susan Felthausen 
Bob & Anastasia Fenton  
Ruth G. Fitzmorris 
Edward Gifford 
Mary Jefferson  
Anne Middleton 
Mike & Barbara Naumoff 
Hugh & Vaughn Nevin 
Ronald & Geraldine ▼ 
                          Pinkerton  
Jean B. Purdy 
Dr. & Mrs. Thaddeus & ▼ 
                    Sylvia Raushi 
James & Christine ▼             
                   Schermerhorn 
Dr. Lawrence & Jennifer ▼ 
                              Schmidt 
Helga A. Schroeter 
 

Dr. Jim & Margo Strosberg 
Bill & Noreen Underhill 
Bill & Florence Walker 
Maureen Wheeler 
Richard & Patricia Yager 
 
Family 
Don & Kay Ackerman   
Dr. Harvey & Mary ▼ 
                       Alexander   
Mr & Mrs Arthur Aseltine  
Marianne Bailey  
D.J.& Yvonne Baldwin 
Bill & Mary Jane Beaulieu  
Sharon Bell 
Mike & Sandra Beloncik  
Scott & Diane ▼  
          Bengston-Kilbourn 
Haresh & Neha Bhatia 
Bart & Marilyn Bisgrove 
Dr Julia & Jere Blackwelder 
Paul & Sara Borisenko 
John & Paula Bourgeois    
John & Barbara Boyer  
David & Karen Bradley  
Daniel & Patricia Bradt 
John & Marsha Brown, Jr. 
Lou & Judy Buhrmaster 
Howard & Diane    ▼ 
                        Carpenter 
Kevin & Vanessa    ▼               
                      Chamberlain 
Harry & Lynn Christie 
Doris Clark  
Dick & Marian Clowe 
Nick & Connie Colangelo 
Ron Simmons & Laura ▼ 
                             Conrad 
Dr. Peter & Stephanie ▼  
                              Cospito 
Keith & Syma Cramer 
Jocelyn F. Creech  
Dr. James & Margaret ▼ 
                       Cunningham 
Allen & Ann David 
Dan & Sue Dayton  
Dr. Carlos & Penelope ▼     
                        de la Rocha 
Irv & Beverly Dean   
Rudy Dehn  
Jim & Judith DePasquale 
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Family – continued 
Dr. Michael & Lillian    ▼ 
                            DePetrillo 
Bill Dimpelfeld 
Michael & Yvonne Divak 
Jim & Eleanor Dunham 
Fred & Robin Eddy 
Roger & Eleanor Ehle 
Dale & Virginia Evans 
Phillip & Jane Falconer 
Renie Federighi 
Frank & Rose Feiner 
Robert Felthousen 
Al & Norma Finke 
John & Laura Fitts 
Kathleen Frake 
David & Laura Fronk 
Richard & Janet Gardner 
Donald Gavin 
Mary D’Alessandro & ▼ 
                    Frank Gilmore 
Dr. George & Marie Giokas 
Clark & Millie Gittinger 
Dr. John & Marie Gorman 
David & Marie Gould 
Hershel Graubart 
Erik Green 
Jim & Lourdes Hathaway 
John & Suzanne Havlik               
Richard & Dana Helion 
Myron & Alicia Hermance 
Tom & Weiwei Hodgkins 
Bruce & Marty Holden 
Dr. James & Evelyn   ▼ 
                            Holmblad 
Joseph & Amanda Hope 
Donald & Anne Hotaling 
Richard J. Huether 
Dugald & Sharon Jackson 
Randall Karl 
Mike & Sharon Karl 
Brian & Roberta Kelly 
Dave & Cassandra Kiszkiel 
Michael Kokernak 
Robert & Dorothy Kuba 
Ronald & Donna LaGasse 
Livio & Carolina Lazzari 
Stan & Fern Lee 
Rich & Susie Leon 
Richard & Linda Lewis 
Dr. Robert & Mary Liebers 
Henry & Betsie Lind 
Dr. Oscar & Kathryn Lirio 
Jim & Mary Ann Lommel 
John & June Mabee, Jr. 
Oliver Paul Mabie 
 

Fred & Barbara    ▼ 
                     Mackintosh  
Harry & Gail Mann 
David & Heather Manthey 
David & Barbara Marhafer 
Dr. Brian & Stacey       ▼ 
                          McDonald 
Dr. Bernard & Barbara ▼ 
                            McEvoy 
John & Anne McLaughlin 
Charles & Shirley Milbert 
Ali & Helena Mirza 
Harold & Joanne Moore 
Rosemary Wallinger & ▼ 
                    Andrew Morris 
Arthur & Carol Mosley 
Laurence & Nancy ▼  
                       Myers-Pardi 
Jim & Christine O'Connor 
John & Nancy Ostapow 
Gioia Ottaviano 
Dr. Carl & Joann Paulsen 
Rudy & Cathy Petersen 
Marilyn M. Pfaltz 
William & Janet Pickney 
Gerry & Eleanor Pierce 
David & Cay Raycroft 
Kevin & Jennifer   ▼ 
                 Richard-Morrow 
Janey Malouin & Ken ▼ 
                                 Roach 
Beryl R. Rockwell 
Gene & Ellie Rowland 
Paul & Judith Sandhofer 
Denis & Christie Sardella 
Dr. John & Susan Kalia ▼ 
                              Schenck 
Stephen & Alexandra     ▼ 
                              Schmidt 
William & Judith Schultz 
Jim & Mary Scott 
Will & Lois Seyse 
Van der Bogert Shanklin 
Carsten & Rosemary  ▼ 
                              Sibbern 
Chad Farrington &   ▼  
               Jennifer Skalwold 
David & Katherine Skelly 
Wayne & Betty Jane ▼ 
                              Somers 
Joan L. Spicer 
Dr. Karen & John Spinelli 
Angela & Stephen  ▼ 
                    St. Lawrence 
Dr. James & Alice Stewart 
Owen & Betty Sutton 
 

JoAnn & Ernie Tetrault 
Dr. Jon & Nancy Tobiessen 
Bruno & Ruth Tolge 
Michael & Mary Treanor  
Bill & Mary Valachovic 
Robert & Amy Veino 
Emile & Ann Walraven 
Paul & Doris Ward 
Tony & Barbara Ward 
Dr Peter & Diana Weinberg 
Marvin & Vera Weiss 
Calvin & Carolyn Welch 
Keith & Sharon Weller 
John & Jean Wilkinson 
Tom & Patricia Williams 
Bernard & Christine ▼ 
                         Witkowski 
Ralph & Pauline Wood 
George & Anna Yager 
 
   Individual 

Bill Ackner 
Josephine Aker 
Norman Aldrich 
Jeremy Allen 
Joan Amell 
Nicholas Antolino 
Susan Apt 
Ann Aronson 
Philip Arony 
Richard Arthur 
Nicholas August 
Barbara Baciewicz 
Thomas Baker 
Polly Balance 
Earl Ballou 
Monica Barrett 
Louise Basa 
Henry Bastian 
Matthew Baumgartner 
Andrea Becker 
Brigette Becker 
Theone Bob 
Diane Boehne 
Paul Boettner 
Elizabeth Bonesteel 
Patricia Booth 
Liz Booth 
Mary Ellen Boscia 
 

Ann Bowerman 

Ann Bradburg 
Ken Bradt 
Susan Brady 
Robert Bramwell 
Shirley Brazee 
Sally Brillon 
Adrianne Brockman 
William Bronk 
Jane Brooks 
George Brougham 
Joan Brown 
Phyllis Budka 
Bill Buell 
Dr. Sharon Buerker 
Anneke Bull 
Dr. Joan Wemple Burns 
Patricia Bush 
Robert Butsch 
Miriam Butzel 
Sandra Mabie Caldeira 
Lynn Calvin 
Rachel Cameron 
Katherine Taylor Carney 
Linda Carpenter 
Diana Carter 
Gayle Caufield 
Donald Cerniglia 
Rodgers Cheeks 
Clara Clack-van Beek 
Shirley Clark 
Marion Clas 
Carol Clemens 
Hilda Cohesy 
Robert Coan, Esq. 
Richard Cohen 
Pamela Cole 
William Collins 
Christine Connell 
Justine Connelly 
Vivian Consalvo 
Donald Coons 
Al Cooper 
Andrea Coppola 
Wilma Corcoran 
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Individual - continued 
Lt. Col. Irving E Costanzo 
Paulyn Cox 
Janet Crandell 
Josephine Cristy 
Bert Crosby 
Deborah Crosby 

Peter Cross 
Heather Cunningham 
Nelson Curtis 
Helena DeCaprio 
Allan Deitz 
Charleen DeLorenzo 
Angela DeLucia 
Gail Denisoff 
Jacqueline DeSanti 
Richard DiCristofaro 
Neff Dietrich 
Mary Jane Dike 
Paul Dimon 
Rose Dixon 
Germaine Doremus 
Frances Rowe Dowling 
Susan Duncan 
Shirley Dunn 
Lisa Durand 
Kelly Durocher 
Patricia Dwyer 
Stephen Dyson 
Walter Dytrych, Jr. 
Elizabeth Early 
Therese Early 
Nancy Edmonds 
Elizabeth Ehrcke 
Lydia Eis 
James Elbrecht 
Janet Elliott 
Mona Evenden 
Joy Favretti 
Hazel Feiker 
Pamela Felton 
Darryl Ferguson 
Linda Finkle 
Arnold Fisher 
Ellen Fladger 
Brian Flahive 

Martha Foland 
Margaret Foley 
Barbara Foti 
Arlene Frederick 
J. Stuart Freeman, Jr. 
T. Cartter Frierson, Sr. 
Joseph Gallagher 
Ralph Gasner 
John Gearing 
Carl George 
Matthew George, Jr. 
Jeannette Gerlaugh 
David Giacalone 
Rebecca Gibson 
Donald Gleason 
Dr. Steven Goldberg 
Wallace Wright Graham 
Beryl Grant 
Bob Gray, Sr. 
Barbara Green 
Marion Grimes 
Matthew Grumo 
Elaine Bradshaw Guidice 
Jean Daley Gwynn 
Catherine Haag 
Audrey Hammond 
Ruth Hand 
Dr. Audra J. Hanley 
Jayne Hanson 
Diane Harper 
Janet Hawkes 
Clifford Hayes 
Agnes Hedden 
Gerald Helgeson 
Karen Hess 
Jack Hickey 
Anthony Holland 
Paul Hooker 
Malcolm Horton 
Jodi Horton 
Sylvia Hosegood 
JoAnne Ivory 
Bernice Izzo 
Barbara Jeffries 
Hugh Jenkins 
Betty Ann Jennings 

Emily Ann Jensvold 
Joyce Jewitt 
Kathryn Johnson 
Timothy Johnson 
Steve Jones 
Robert Jones 
Sharon Jordan 
Marianne Josefiak 
Gerald Kammerman 
Rev. James J. Kane 
Ann Karl 
Francis Karwowski 
Jean Katz 
Kevin Kesby 
Elizabeth Khasiev 
Wayne Kimball 
Sharlene King 
Margaret King 
Ron Kingsley 
Gloria Kishton 
Marilyn Kohls 
Ella Krajewski 
Janet Kristel 
Barbara Kuban 
Sue Lainhart 
Ted LaMontagne 
Rita Lancefield 
Ruth Larson 
Mark Lasek 
Edward Le Viness 
Timothy Lederach 
Jerry Leonardo 
Sally Sutliff Lester 
Carol Lewis 
Bonnie Liebers 
Jean Lindsay 
Thomas Locke 
Stephanie Long 
Edward Kruesi Lorraine 
Joan Loveday 
Chad Loveland 
Katharine Lowe 
George Mabie 
Catharine Mabie 
Robert Mabie 
Patricia MacKinnon 

Elsie Maddaus 
John Maddaus 
Linda Malgieri 
Gertrude Mallan 
Susan Mallory 
Anne Mancuso 
Barbara Markey 
Richard Martin 
Joan Marzitelli-Brooks 
Linda Masotti 
Irma Mastroianni 
Brian Maybee 
Mary Maybee 
Kimberly Mayhan 
Patricia McAllister 
Stephen McCarthy 
Carole McCarthy 
Bill McColl 
William McDaniels 
Nancy McNabb 
Claudia McNeil 
Reba Mehan 
Dr. Dominick Mele 
Jo Ann Menzer 
Lynn Merrills 
Ellen Messick 
Peter Modley 
Eleanor Monlea 
Leonard Monte 
Alexandra Moore 
Pauline Moran 
Marsha Mortimore 
Debra Enright Moyer 

Barbara Hayes     

                  Muhlfelder 
Keith Munro 
Perry Ann Myslivy 
Janet Nelson 
Althea Nelson 
Judy Neznek 
Christie Noble 
Ida Nystrom 
Patrick O'Brian 
Patricia O'Clair 
Frank O'Connor 
Elaine Orsini 
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Individual - continued 

Jenny Overeynder 
Dorothy Packard 
Barbara Palmer 
Christine Pangburn 
Edward Pangburn 
Jonathan Peace 
Dave Peck 
David Pecoraro 
Mary Pedone 
Linda Perregaux 
Ann Perry 
Sean Peterson 
Rob Petito, Jr. 
Terry Phillips 
Maryellen Piche 
Betty Pieper 
Barbara Piper 
Teresa Pistolessi 
Henry Polgreen 
John Putnam 
Josephine Quinn 
Janet Rainey 
Everett Rau 
Rebecca Rector 
Sharon Reed 
Deborah Ann Reid 
Rick Reynolds 
Nancy Rheingold 
James Richmond 
Steven Rider 
Dr. Arnold Ritterband 
Shirley Rivest 
Kathie Rockwell 
Lillian Roe 
Herb Roes 
Paul Rosenberg 
Betty Rowland 
Sonia Rubenstein 
Mary Jane Rubinski 
Mary Ann Ruscitto 
Paul Ryan 
Tracy Salvage 
Angelo Santabarbara 
Chandra Santiago 
 

Gale Clements Savage 

Gordon Schaufelberg 
John Scherer 
Martha Scherer 
Shirley Schleier 
Alexandra Schmidt 
Elinore Schumacher 
Bridget Schwabrow 
Jane Scrafford 
Kathleen Scutt 
Kathleen Secker 
Catherine Sentz 
Gwendolyn Sheldon 
Susanna Sherwood 
Earl James Shirkey 
Patricia Shoemaker 
Peter Sisario 
Henrietta Slosek 
Patricia Smith 
Donald Smith 
Joanne Snell 
Maryann Snow 
Pat Somerscales 
Elaine Springstead 
Dave St. Louis 
Ellen Steele 
Paul Stephens 
Harry Steven 
Katherine Stevens 
Richard Stewart 
Amanda Stewart 
Cheryl Stier 
Frank Strauss 
Dr. Denise Stringer 
Harvey Strum 
Robert Sullivan 
Dr. Naomi Surgi 
Sally Swantz 
Daniel Swarts 
Elizabeth Taft 
Donna Tansey 
Lee Teal 
Raffele Tedeschi 
Peter Ten Eyck 
Alice Buff Tepper 
 

Evelyn Thode 

Brenda Thomas 
Doug Thorpe 
Paul Tocker 
Tulloch Townsend 
Lois Troup 
Lois Truax 
Wayne Tucker 
Betty Tung 
Linda Turner 
Eugene Van Dyke, Jr. 
Kathy Van Flue 
Timothy Van Heest 
John Van Laak 
Holly Van Schaick 
Gloria Vassolas 
Carolyn Veeder 
Patricia Voorhis 
Doris Vrooman 
David Vrooman, Jr. 
Nancy Walden 
Donna Wallace 
Anita Walther 
Nancy Wasmund 
Barbara Watt 
John G. Wemple, Jr. 
Charles Warner Wendell 
George Westinghouse IV 
Walter Wheeler 
George White 
Marshall B. Williamson 
Hazel Wilson 
George Wise 
Johanna Woldring 
Robert Woods 
Fred Woodward 
Col. William T. Yates 
Neil Yetwin 
A. Howard Young 
Bill Yunick 
Frank Yunker 
Bill Zautner 
James Zayicek 
Jean Zegger 

 

  

Supporting 
Adirondack Trust Co. 
Bombers Burrito Bar 
Carlilian Foundation 
W.G. Broughton  
                     Foundation 
Felthousen’s Florist 
GE Foundation Matching 
                  Gifts Program 
George E. Franchere Trust 
Golub Foundation   
Good Humus Acres       
Hartgen Archeology Assoc.                          
Logic Technology, Inc. 
Mabee Family Foundation 
Open Door Bookstore 
Pedone Business  
                        Enterprises 
Price Chopper Foundation 
St. George’s Cryptic    
        Masons Council 74 
Schenectada Chapter,  
                              D.A.R.  
Schenectady Foundation 
Senator Hugh T. Farley  
Slick’s Restaurant &  
                             Tavern 
Wright Family Foundation 
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New Materials in the Library 
 

BOOKS AND CDS 
Abstracts of Wills of Columbia County by Gertrude  
     Barber, gift of Donald Keefer 
Abstracts of Wills of Schoharie County by Gertrude 
     Barber, gift of Donald Keefer 
The Anti-Rent Era in New York Law and Politics,  
     1839-1865 by Charles W. McCurdy 
Celebrating Johnstown: A Community Looks Back on  
     250 Years, gift of Anonymous 
Controversy and Courage: Upper Hudson Planned  
     Parenthood from 1934 to 2004 by Mary Kahl 
Destiny's Darlings: a World Championship Little  
     League Team Twenty Years After by Martin  
     Ralbovsky 
Dutchess County Census of 1810, gift of Donald  
     Keefer 
Herkimer County Census 1800-1810-1820, gift of  
     Donald Keefer 
A History of Golf in New York's Capital Region by  
     Douglas Lonnstrom 
The Hotel Van Curler: A Pictorial Review, 1925-1985,  
     gift of Schenectady County Community College 
CD: If the Portraits Could Speak, the Stories They’d  
     Tell, gift of Joe Doolittle 
Image Worlds: Corporate Identities at General  
     Electric, 1890-1930 by David E. Nye 
In the Eyes of the Law: Women, Marriage, and  
     Property in 19th-Century New York by Norma  
     Basch 
The Iroquois by Barbara Graymont, gift of Cindy  
     Seacord 
Keefer Family Newsletter, vols. 1-25, gift of Donald  
     Keefer 
Keepers of the Revolution: New Yorkers at Work in the  
     Early Republic by Gilje and Rock 
Land and Freedom: Rural Society, Popular Protest,  
     and Party Politics in Antebellum New York by  
     Reeve Huston 
Landlord and Tenant in Colonial New York: Manorial  
     Society, 1664-1775 by Sung Bok Kim  
The Law Merchant and Negotiable Instruments in  
     Colonial New York, 1664 to 1730 by Herbert Alan  
     Johnson 
Mohawk Region Waterfall Guide by Russell Dunn 
Muskets to Microwaves (2 vols.) 
Natural History of the Albany Pine Bush, Albany and  
     Schenectady Counties, New York by Jeffrey K.  
     Barnes 
The Nature of New York: An Environmental History of  
     the Empire State by David Stradling 
Norwegian Pioneers, gift of Bradt Family Society 
Pine Bush: Albany's Last Frontier by Don Rittner, gift  
     of Anonymous 

 
 
Possessing Albany, 1630-1710: the Dutch and English  
     Experiences by Donna Merwick 
Provisions: One Hundred Nine Great Places to Shop 
     for Food in the Capital District by Peter Zaas 
Raymond Family History, gift of Elsie Maddaus 
Reluctant Rebel by Don E. Phelps, gift of Anonymous 
The Rude Hand of Innovation: Religion and Social  
     Order in Albany, New York, 1652-1836 by David G.  
     Hackett 
Steel Drumming at the Apollo: The Road to Super Top 
     Dog by Trish Marx 
Sweet and Alien Land by Henri & Barbara Van der Zee 
Those Who Walk with Fire by John R. Daubney 
Transcript of the Federal Census of Schoharie County  
     (1800-1840) by Virginia Partridge, gift of Donald  
     Keefer 
Ulster County Will Abstracts, gift of Donald Keefer 
Unexceptional Women: Female Proprietors in Mid- 
     Nineteenth-Century Albany, New York, 1830-1885  
     by Susan Ingalls Lewis 
Union College Class of 1963 50th ReUnion Yearbook,  
     gift of Union College Class of 1963 
Wicked Albany: Lawlessness and Liquor in the  
     Prohibition Era by Frankie Y. Bailey 
 

CHURCH RECORDS 
St. Gabriel the Archangel Church (Rotterdam):  
     baptisms, marriages, and deaths, 1957-2006 
 

DONALD KEEFER COLLECTION 
Genealogies of local families: Ball; Bolt; Brown;  
   Britten; Calkins; Carroll; Clute; Chamberlain;  
   Conde; Conde, Adam; Cramer; Dellemont; DeWitt;  
   Dodds; Eglin; Fonda; Glen; Glen-Sanders Families;  
   Historical Report on Glen-Sanders Mansion;   
   Gillespie; Hallenbeck; Hamlin; Harmon; Hogan;  
   Keefer; Kile, Kircher & Ulrich; Kinsella; Knapp;      
   Knights; Lassen/Lawson/Lassing; Levey, French,  
   Hoffman & Dorn; Lovett; Low; McLachlan; Marlett;  
   Mead; Ostrom; Peek; Potter; Rees; Reynolds; Riley;  
   Rynex; St. John; Shelly; Smith; Staley; Stevens;  
   Swart; Teller; Van Antwerp; VanHoesen / VanLoon;  
   VanSlyck; VanVranken; VanWormer; Viele;  
   Vosburgh; Weatherwax; Wessels; Yates; Misc.  
   Family & Bible Records; Information about local  
   baseball teams, gifts of Donald Keefer 

Gift Shop Sale! 
The Schenectady County Historical Society's gift shops 
are holding a 50%-off sale on all books written by 
Larry Hart and Alan Hart. SCHS members save an 
additional 10% off the sale price. Stop in at 32 
Washington Avenue or at the Mabee Farm or call 518-
374-0263, option 5, for details. 
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Around the Society 

 
 

Schenectady High School Grade 11 U.S. History Class, along with Mayor Gary McCarthy (center) stop by the 
Historical Society as part of their city tour. 

 

     11 

Deb Crosby presents a mounted photo of “Medicine on the 
Mohawk” exhibition to Dr. John Spring at the Annual 

Meeting of the Society on April 9. 

Annual Meeting program: Dr. William 
Starna, “Of Different Worlds.” 

  Leonard Tantillo and his Legacy    Counter Clockwise: Jim & Margo Strosberg,     Tom Clack with Tim & 
                                                                        Ed Reilly, Carolyn Keefer                        Heather Mabee 

                                  Photos: Jennifer Hanson, Ann Aronson, Ruth Bergeron, Pat Barrot. 

Sneak Peek of the new Len Tantillo painting of 
the Mabee Farm Historic Site “The Legacy” 
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