
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 The Rise and Fall of the Schenectady City Manager: 1934-78 

By Martin A. Strosberg  
 

In 1934 the voters of Schenectady 

overwhelmingly approved a 

measure to change their municipal 

government from a strong mayor-

council system to a council-

manager system. Forty-four years 

later in a 1978 referendum, 

Schenectadians voted by a slim 

margin to bring back a strong 

mayor-council system, the current 

form of government and the most 

common form among New York 

cities. 

 

Advocates for the council-manager 

form of government claimed that 

Schenectady would be better 

served by a professional manager, 

appointed by the city council, who 

administered the city’s business in 

an efficient and non-partisan way 

as opposed to a system that 

concentrated all executive power 

in an elected, partisan, and boss-beholden mayor. During that 44-year period, Schenectady employed 14 

different city managers. Why did Schenectadians first come to embrace and then reject this system? 

 

           

Continued on pages 10 and 11. 
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Letter from the President 

April 2016 starts the 112th year for the Schenectady 

County Historical Society.  We received our charter 

from New York State on July 12, 1905, and have been 

operating as a membership organization ever since.  

Today we have 824 members, who live in Schenectady 

County, other areas of New York and in 31 other states!  

With membership come the “perks.”  Among them are 

visiting any one of our sites free of charge, with the ex-

ception of a few days when we hold special events, often in conjunction with 

other non-profit organizations - the Ancient Order of Hibernians for Sche-

nectady Celtic Heritage Day, June 11, or the Burning of the Valleys Military 

Association for Revolutionary War Living History Weekend, June 25 & 26.   

Perks also include the use of the Grems-Doolittle Library, containing over 

7,000 books, hundreds of thousands of original documents and maps, and 

over 20,000 photographs; viewing the latest exhibits at the Schenectady His-

tory Museum or the George E. Franchere Center; and exploring the Mabee 

Farm’s exhibits and collection of eighteenth century buildings.  With the 

help of our members and supporters, we continue to serve the community 

and the world beyond.    

In return for your membership, we ask only that you return your proxy for 

our annual meeting if you have not done so as yet.  Better yet, join us on 

Saturday, April 9th for our 112th annual meeting and enjoy Walter Wheeler’s 

lecture on vernacular architecture in Schenectady County. 

Originally the Society’s objectives were “to promote and encourage histori-

cal research, to disseminate a greater knowledge of the early history of … 

Schenectady County, to gather books, manuscripts, papers and relics relating 

to the early history of Schenectady County and contiguous territory, to suit-

ably mark places of historical interest, and to acquire …. custody and control 

of historic spots and places.”  One hundred and twelve years later, we are 

proud to say that we continue to expand our collections by including twenti-

eth century artifacts and memorabilia surrounding Schenectady County and 

its history.  After all, we have to keep up with the flow of time! 

Marianne  
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Thank you for your continued support of the Society 

Thank you for your support of The Schenectady County Historical Society.  As you know, your gifts enable us to tell the 

story of Schenectady through preservation and development of our historic sites and to educate the next generation about 

our history and its place in growing America. 

We want to make sure you know about our relatively new monthly giving program.  This option provides our friends with 

a convenient and meaningful way to give. Making automated monthly gifts by credit card or PayPal allows your dollars go 

farther by helping to reduce administrative costs, which means more of your contribution goes directly to supporting our 

mission.  

The Society is a careful steward of its assets and the generous donations it receives. A regular monthly stream of income 

can provide some flexibility when the inevitable unexpected need occurs and avoid having to make unwanted budgetary 

adjustments. 

Our focus now is on increasing the number of supporters who participate in this program.  Will you consider joining in, at 

whatever level you are comfortable with? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

    
 

(Please circle)  MONTHLY GIFT OF: 

$5/month  $10/month  $15/month  $25/month  Other $_____/month 
 

 CHARGE a gift to my credit card monthly or one-time only (please circle) 

 

 Card to Bill (please circle):  Visa      MasterCard      Discover     

 Credit Card Number_____________________________ Expiration Date __________ 

              Name on Card:  ____________________________ CCV Code (3 digits)___________ 

 Address___________________________________  Zip Code___________________ 

 Signature _____________________________________________________________ 

 Email address____________________________ Phone number_________________ 

 

In addition to my gift, a MATCHING GIFT will be made by: 

     

                       Name of Company 

*NOTE: if you prefer to use PayPal, you may do so at our website,     

www.schenectadyhistorical.org, by clicking on the Donate button. 

 

                                For assistance or to make a credit card payment by phone, please call  

1-518-374-0263, option 5. Otherwise, please return form to: 

Schenectady County Historical Society, 32 Washington Avenue, Schenectady, NY 12305 
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STEM and History: Changing 
Education Trends 

 
The swish of heavy cream swirling around a butter 

churn; the hiss of sparks flying off hot iron bending 

into the shape of a nail. These are not sounds you 

usually associate with a STEM-focused education. A 

recent trend in education, STEM stands for Science, 

Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics. These 

subjects are important. With strong skills in STEM, 

students are ready for whatever life throws at them. 

But for those of us who focus on arts and the 

humanities, STEM has left us wondering how our 

organizations fit in. 

Here in Schenectady County, we are lucky. Our area 

has a long history of innovation. Our county provides 

us with a plethora of topics to study.  The first 

documented snowman did a terrible job of protecting 

the Stockade in 1690. The Erie Canal's locks and 

aqueducts run through our county. That does not 

even touch on the contributions of ALCO and 

General Electric. We love teaching students about 

our local history, but we also want to support the 

STEM model. 

At professional gatherings and conferences, we hear 

that museums can provide the missing art. Art is vital 

to any education, and we include it in our programs 

and exhibits. However, art is not our organization's 

focus. So what do we have to offer that other 

organizations or classroom teachers miss? 

We teach about necessity. You have heard the phrase 

“necessity is the mother of invention.” Without 

history museums, inventions are just interesting 

things people make. Our programs put those 

inventions in context and explain the problems that 

they solve. Not only that, but we also add the human 

element to the study of otherwise cold and dry topics. 

If we tell the story behind a problem, the solution 

becomes less about finding the right formula and 

more about changing the world. 

 

 

This year, we are adding a host of new programs that 

will continue supplementing STEM education, 

including three spring break workshops and monthly 

Homeschool Days.  

The first, “Climbing Your Family Tree” on April 26, 

will teach the basics of genealogy. Students will 

develop tools to preserve their photographs, 

documents, and family stories.  During “Curator for 

a Day” on April 28, students will learn about how we 

develop an exhibit. The result of the program will be 

a small exhibit on display in the Franchere Center. 

The third, “A Day on the Farm,” will give students a 

chance to get behind the scenes at the Mabee Farm. 

They will do farm chores around the farmstead and 

learn about the lives of 18th Century children. 

Homeschool Days make our program available to 

local students who learn in non-traditional 

environments. Each month we will focus on one 

subject, often relating to an exhibit or upcoming 

event. In April, we will start with “The Blacksmith’s 

Apprentice.” Students will see just how many tools 

around the farm and home came from the local 

blacksmith's shop. Know any students? We hope you 

will sign them up!  (see pages 7 & 8 for program 

dates.)                                        

 Jenna Peterson Riley 

Enigmatic Shapes Exhibit by Todd Greive at 
the Franchere Center. 
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New Materials in the Library 

 
BOOKS: 

Baptism, Marriage, and Death Records published by 

     The American-Canadian Genealogical Society      

     for churches in the area. Gift of David     

     Bonitabus 

 

DOCUMENTS AND PHOTOGRAPHS: 

Family History and Genealogical materials for  

     various families related to Schenectady. Gift of  

     James Spencer 
Family Bible of former Schenectady Mayor Peter  

     Rowe. Gift of Roxanne Babcock 

Photographs of Nicholaus German Restaurant from   

     Maurice’s Deli. Gift of Mike Sciocchetti 

 

BLOG POSTS YOU MAY HAVE MISSED: 

The Grems-Doolittle Library Collections Blog 

(http://www.gremsdoolittlelibrary.blogspot.com/) is 

a great resource for learning more about 

Schenectady County’s rich history. Here are some of 

the posts from the past couple months that you 

might have missed. All posts are by librarian Mike 

Maloney unless otherwise noted. 

 
 The Brothers Glen. 

This post follows the story of brothers John Jr. and Henry 

Glen. The Glens were well-known throughout the region 

(Glens Falls was named after John Glen Jr.) and were 

acquainted with the likes of George Washington, William 

Johnson, and Governor George Clinton. 

 

 Newspapers of Schenectady’s Immigrants.  
Learn about the German, Italian, and Polish newspapers 

that were published in Schenectady. 

 

 The Journey of Jared Jackson, Civil War Soldier by 

Diane Leone.  
Within Schenectady’s Vale Cemetery lies the African-

American Ancestral Burial Ground.  Among the interred 

is Jared Jackson, a Civil War soldier from Schenectady. 

                                                

 Plucked from the Fire, the story of Julia A.J. Foote. 

Born in Schenectady to former slaves, Julia A.J. Foote 

fought against discrimination towards both her skin color 

and gender to become the first ordained deacon in the 

African Methodist Episcopal Church. 

 

If you have any ideas for future blog posts, contact 

our librarian, Mike Maloney at 

librarian@schenectadyhistorical.org. 

 

 

Edison’s Decision 
 

Library volunteer George Wise has been 

researching the industrialization of Schenectady 

for quite a while. His research has recently 

culminated in a short book on the growth of 

Schenectady during the 1800s titled Edison’s 

Decision. George used a variety of resources to 

research his book including city directories, 

censuses, newspapers, and the resources of the 

Grems-Doolittle Library at SCHS. The book 

focuses on the people who lived in Schenectady 

during the century of Edison’s decision to move 

his business to Schenectady. Each chapter of his 

book follows a Schenectady resident and connects 

their personal story to the greater events that were 

going on in Schenectady at the time. 

 

George would like others who are interested or 

have researched the topic to help out with 

anything he may have missed. Any input can be 

sent to Mike Maloney who can be reached at 

librarian@schenectady.org. Edison’s Decision can 

be found on the Schenectady County Historical 

Society’s website at 

www.schenectadyhistorical.org/library/collections 

under the Research Guides and Bibliographies 

section. A physical copy will also be available at 

the Grems-Doolittle Library. 

 

Mike Maloney 
 

 
Corrections from last issue:  

Last issue’s cover story Schenectady’s Fraternal 

Societies mentioned that the Abruzzese Society had 

recently disbanded. We have since learned that the 

Abruzzese Society is still active and holding 

meetings. We apologize for the mistake. 

The manuscripts of Thura Colby Truax Hires listed in 

our last newsletter were donated by the Association of 

Phillipe Du Trieux Descendents, not Paul Truax. The 

Phillipe Du Trieux Descendents will also be having a 

family reunion for all Trieux, Truax, and other 

variations on August 5-7, 2016 at The Desmond Hotel 

in Albany. Go to http://www.philippedutrieux.com/ 

for more information. 
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Volunteer Spotlight – Ann Eignor 
 

Projects in the Grems-Doolittle Library have been known 

to take a while. Volunteer Ann Eignor has been involved in 

two massive projects that have greatly improved access to 

the library’s collections. The first was organizing and 

indexing thousands of documents in our archival 

collections. The second was cataloging our map collection. 

Ann worked on this project over a five year period and just 

finished in February.  

Ann wishing a fond farewell to working on the 
map collection. 

 

Ann started volunteering at SCHS shortly after she retired 

in 2002. After 31 years as a school librarian for the Albany  

City School District, she found that the SCHS was a good 

combination of two of her passions, libraries and history. 

Shortly after volunteering, Ann began working on 

rehousing and cataloging the documents collection in the 

Library’s archives which were totally unorganized before 

she started. This collection has primary source documents 

concerning many different aspects of Schenectady. Ann 

helped organize the collection and enter them into our 

catalog. Since doing so, accessing and retrieving the 

documents has been a breeze.   

  

After that project was finished, Ann set out on another 

lengthy project, cataloging our map collection. Most of our 

maps are oversize items, making them a bit awkward to 

deal with, but Ann measured each map, described what 

was on it, and entered it into our catalog. With Ann’s hard 

work we can now type a few keywords into our catalog to 

pull up just the map we’re looking for, instead of digging 

through our map files. 

 

Ann’s interest in maps stems from her childhood. 

Originally from Grand Gorge in Delaware County, Ann 

grew up in a house that only had one bathroom to 

accommodate eight people, so it wasn’t uncommon to have 

to wait a little while. Right outside of the bathroom hung a 

large map of Delaware County from the 1800s. Ann was 

intrigued by the tiny towns, rivers, and other features of the 

map, so she was happy to work on the library’s map 

collection when asked. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

One of the many maps that Ann has worked on. 

In addition to her work in the library, Ann has also been 

helpful in recruiting previous SCHS volunteer spotlight 

nominee Nancy Wasmund with the lure of gardening at the 

Mabee Farm. Ann enjoys her work in the library, but also 

likes the social aspect of volunteering at SCHS.  

 

It can be daunting to face a project that seems like it will 

never end and Ann is able to break larger projects into 

pieces and find satisfaction in finishing the project one 

folder at a time. Ann is always a pleasure to be around and 

our collections wouldn’t be as accessible as they are now 

without her hard work.  

 

Mike Maloney 
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Continued from page 1. 

 

The Roots of the Council-Manager System: The National Scene 

      

     The story of Schenectady’s council-manager form of 

government starts with the municipal reform movement that 

began in the late 19th century and swept across the country in 

the first half of the 20th century. The reform agenda was 

advanced in reaction to the image of city government as a boss-

led political machine dispensing patronage to ethnic groups 

whose votes sustained and reinforced the machine’s power. 

New York’s Tammany Hall, was considered the archetype.  

     Throughout the country, municipal reformers argued that 

city governments were ill-structured to address major problems 

stemming from rapid urbanization, industrialization, and 

immigration, trends certainly in evidence in Schenectady 

during that time. 

     These reformers had a solution. Simply, run the city like a 

business with a competent CEO. Take the politics out of 

administering basic city services - - roads, water, sewers, 

sanitation, police, fire, parks, schools, social services, public 

health. Hire workers based on merit, not party affiliation or 

cronyism. Consider questions of administration as technical 

questions best answered by experts such as professional 

engineers and managers.  

     In 1916 the National Municipal League, co-founded by 

Theodore Roosevelt in 1894, published the Model City Charter 

recommending the structure of the council-manager form of 

government.  Accordingly, a city council elected at large would 

appoint a city manager responsible for carrying out all 

executive functions, e.g., hiring and supervising city employees 

and budget preparation. The city manager would serve at the 

pleasure of the council, ideally selected in a non-partisan 

manner. The council, analogous to a corporate board of 

directors, would collectively make policy to be faithfully 

executed by the city manager. The mayor would be elected from 

the council or be elected at large but would serve mainly as 

ceremonial leader and preside at council meetings, thus the term 

“weak mayor.”  

     Strategies for municipal reform have generally involved 

research bureaus, civic associations, candidate appraisal 

committees, and independent local political parties.  As will be 

described, all of these methods were used or 

considered in Schenectady. And the strategists typically were 

the business and civic leaders. Some critics have argued that the 

municipal reform agenda, embracing the rhetoric of efficiency, 

morality, and “good government,” masked a desire by the 

business, civic, and social elites to take back “their city” from 

the ethnic groups and ward bosses.   

 

Schenectady: Reform Strategies 

 

     In 1927, the Schenectady Bureau of Municipal Research was 

established as a non-partisan organization supported by dues-

paying corporate and individual members. The Schenectady 

Bureau, similar to many other research bureaus throughout the 

US, was inspired by the New York City Bureau of Municipal 

Research, which was established in 1905. 

      

   

      

 

 

 

 

 

      

     The Schenectady Bureau’s purpose was to conduct research 

into the functioning of city government, identify administrative 

inefficiencies and irregularities, make recommendations for 

improvement, issue and publicize reports, and in general 

promote sound management practices. The Bureau was run by 

a director with a small staff and was governed by a board of 

directors. Typical of board membership were Mills Ten Eyck, 

treasurer of the Schenectady Savings Bank, and William 

W.Trench, secretary of General Electric. Bureau 

leaders, including Bureau director Abbett Pulliam, were 

instrumental in building the foundation of support for the 

council-manager system and serving as a watchdog after it was 

put into place. The  

extensive archives of the Bureau are housed in the Union 

College library. 

     In May 1934, the 

Schenectady Charter 

League was established 

to campaign for the 

adoption of a council-

manager system by 

referendum. The League 

was spearheaded by 

prominent G.E. 

scientists, engineers, 

and managers, including 

Philip Alger, first 

president of the  

 

League, Nobel laureate Irving 

Langmuir, Spencer Kniskern, and T. R. Rhea. Other members 

of the League came from organizations as diverse as the League 

of Women Voters, the Polish American Society, and various 

Italian societies of Schenectady.  

     The campaign had its bizarre moments, not unlike current 

times where candidates are quick to perceive conspiracies. In a 

meeting of the Schenectady County Republican Club, Assessor 

Dennis Mahar accused the Charter League of conspiring to 

appoint Abbett Pulliam as city manager who in turn would be 

likely to lower G.E. taxes and otherwise place control of the city 

in G.E. hands. Ironically, he also accused Philip Alger of being 

a Communist. Pulliam, responding in the newspaper 

(Schenectady Gazette, Oct. 5, 1934), denied that he was  

slated to be city manager or G.E,’s agent and countered by 

attacking the rampant patronage in Schenectady’s government 

and the total lack of independence of city officials. As for 

“Comrade Alger,” it was reported that the Communism charge 

provoked broad smiles among his friends and acquaintances. 

     In November of 1934, voters adopted by a 2-to-1 margin the 

council-manager form of government as established under Part 

C of Optional City Government of the Laws of New York 1914. 

The next step was to prepare for the 1935 at large election of 

six new council members and one mayor also serving on the 

council (i.e., weak mayor).  The job of the council, as legislative 

and policymaking body, then was to appoint the manager. 

Henry Fagal was fated to be the last strong mayor. 

      

 

 

 

 

Philip Alger 
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     The League feared that the same boss-controlled politicians 

as before would come back into power as council members and 

appoint a partisan city manager resulting in a “boss-manager 

system,” certainly not what the reformers had in mind. The 

question confronting the League was whether to nominate its 

own candidates to run in the Republican and Democratic 

primaries, endorse the 

best of either party’s 

candidates, or run its 

own slate of candidates. 

The last option was 

chosen but the league’s 

seven candidates were 

all defeated, including 

Irving Langmuir. The 

new council, reflecting 

politics as usual, voted 

4 to 3 to appoint the 

first city manager using 

traditional patronage 

criteria.  However, 

public dissatisfaction 

with the council 

members and their 

appointee who all took 

office in 1936, pressure 

from the Bureau of Municipal Research, and concern about 

voter reaction in the upcoming election of 1937, led the 

Republican-dominated council to appoint a new city manager. 

This time it was someone who was professionally qualified. 

C.A. Harrell, city manager of Binghamton, was appointed as 

Schenectady’s second city manager. 

     The Charter League again ran a slate of candidates in 1937 

that was also defeated. Its influence declined after that point. C. 

A. Harrell served for eight years from 1937-45. Other long-

serving managers were  Arthur Blessing, 1954-1962, and Peter 

Roan, 1962-1967. The remaining 11 managers served for four 

years or less and, in some cases, much less.  

Forty-Four Years Later: Mayor Duci  

     Frank Duci Republican weak mayor from 1972-79, was the 

driving force behind the return to a strong mayor-council form 

of government. Duci argued that an elected chief executive 

mayor would be more visible and accountable to the voters and 

taxpayers. The frequent turnover in majority party control of the 

council led to turnover of the city manager who was often 

appointed by a strictly partisan 4-3 vote, hardly a popular 

mandate. It would be better to accept the fact that the non-

elected city manager is necessarily an important policy maker 

and cannot be, and arguably should not be, insulated from 

politics. Therefore, construct a government that fits with the 

reality of Schenectady’s political culture and let the voters 

directly elect their policy maker-in-chief. 

     In fact, council-manager systems did tend to work more 

effectively in cities where council members were elected on a 

non-partisan basis, typical of the smaller cities of the plains and 

west coast states. The cities of the northeast were different. 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Duci garnered enough petition signatures to put the matter 

on the November 7th, 1978 ballot, specifically, “Shall a 

proposed law be adopted that abolishes the present council-

manager form of government and creates a council-mayor form 

of government by giving the elected mayor all administrative 

power presently held by the city manager?”   

     Opposed were the same forces that supported the council-

manager system decades earlier. The Citizens for a Managed 

Government led an effort supported by such organizations as 

the League of Women Voters, Central Labor Council, 

Schenectady County Chamber of Commerce, Downtown 

Schenectady Association, Upper Union Street Area Merchants 

Group. An 84-year old Philip Alger expressed confidence in the 

council-manager system. The four-member Democratic 

majority of the council opposed the Duci plan.  

     This time there was no Charter League to provide leadership 

or Bureau of Municipal Research to provide ammunition to the 

anti-strong mayor coalition. The Duci forces prevailed, but just 

barely, 8,938-8,594. The coalition tried unsuccessfully to 

reverse this outcome in a second referendum. Chamber of 

Commerce President Mary Bee claimed that a return to a strong 

mayor system could create a “Tammany Hall North,” a remark 

that brought a rebuke from a Schenectady Gazette editorial 

(January 8, 1979) criticizing its polarizing effect on the 

community. In the end, a strong mayoral election was held in 

1979. Frank Duci became the last weak mayor and the first 

strong mayor in 44 years.  

     It is not unusual for cities to modify their charters in response 

to pressures exerted by those who feel disadvantaged or 

frustrated by the structure of government. In Schenectady’s 

case, pressures were channeled into supporting one side or the 

other in the debate between administrative efficiency and 

politically accountable executive leadership.  No doubt behind 

the rhetoric other motivations were at play.  Inevitably, over 

time there is bound to be frustration and discontent with any 

governmental system as pressure builds once again for change. 

 

For Further Reading 

Philip L. Alger, “The Charter League of the Electric City,” 

National Municipal Review, Vol. 26, Issue 5, May 1937, pp. 

234-240.  

Edward C. Banfield and James Q. Wilson, City Politics, New 

York, Vintage Books, 1966. 
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SCHENECTADY COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

Members who joined or renewed from March 1, 2015 through February 29, 2016 

    

Life Benefactor (cont'd) Sponsor (cont'd) Family 

Anonymous Neil & Jane Golub Edwin & Jean Reilly, Jr. Sheldon & Rochelle  

Dr. A. Balasubramanian Karen Brown Johnson Ralph Rosenthal Abelson 

Bette Bradway Martha Leonard James Rothrock &  Donald & Kay Ackerman 

James & Ann Eignor Christopher Marney Michele De Angelus Dr. Harvey & Mary  

Werner L. Feibes John & Cindy Seacord Doug Sayles Alexander 

Pamela Felton Peter Simmonds Jane Bucci Stewart David & Joyce Anderson 

Nancy D. Fitzroy, P.E.  Dr. James & Margo  John & Deborah Angilletta 

Raymond George Sponsor Strosberg David Aragona &  

John & Lois Harnden Philip & Jo Ann Adams Frank Taormina Mary Lou Vincent 

Carol Harvey Edgar D. Alderson Shirley Thomas Philip Arony 

Paul T. Heiner Drs. John & Carolyn Assini Dr. Maynard & Kay Toll, Jr. James & Nancy Bedard 

Mr. & Mrs. R.T. Henke Robert &  Marianne Bailey Paul K. Tracy David & Marianne Blanchard 

Dr. Grace Jorgensen Sharon Bell Charles Van Vlack Daniel & Patricia Bradt 

Catherine Q. Kindl L. Ann Bish Dr. Samuel & Carol  Earl & Rita Brinkman 

Mary Kosinski Dr. Julia & Jere  Wait, Jr. Lyle & Frances Brown 

Laura Lee Blackwelder David & Janice Walz Ronald & Wanda Burch 

Douglass M. Mabee Ralph Blackwood &  Greg Welsh Diana O. Carter 

Gary & Kim Mabee Nancy Nicholas George Wise Louis & Cindy Carusone 

Stephen & Nancy Mabie David & Karen Bradley  Kevin & Vanessa  

Edward McElroy, Jr. Robert & Sylvie Briber Donor Chamberlain 

Mrs. Ernest Milano Phyllis Budka Robert & Deborah  Richard & Maxine  

Charles Millington James & Sandra  Andriano Christman 

Theresa Nowicki Buhrmaster Gladys M. Craven Russell & Beverly Clark 

Mrs. John Papp Katherine Taylor Carney Carol Delamarter Robert & Carol Clemens 

Ronald Ratchford Robert Carney &  Alden & Gay Doolittle Richard & Marian Clowe 

Clinton Sager, II Janine Kava Stephen Dyson Whylen & Carolyn Cooper 

Peter Scanlan Anne Christman Robert & Anastasia  Keith & Syma Cramer 

Frederick Sistarenik Albert C. Di Nicola Fenton Dan & Sue Dayton 

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Strange Ruth G. Fitzmorris Edward N. Gifford Dr. Carlos & Penelope  

Shirley Sutphen Dianne J. Gade Analine Hicks de la Rocha 

Esther Swanker Thomas & Nancy Gifford Scott Hicks John & Irene DeGraff 

Paul V. Turner Sherie Grignon Bernice Izzo James & Judith DePasquale 

Mary Elizabeth  John & Lucy Halstead Ray Legere  Dr. Michael & Lillian  

Vandervolgen-Goldman Richard & Dana Helion Stephen & Ann Lyman DePetrillo 

Gene Vinik Thomas Hickmott Andrew Morris &  Jim Dickson &  

W. Brinson Weeks, Jr. Donna Nealon Hoffman Mary Wallinger William Garcia 

Jay B. Wright Michael & Gisela  Stephen & Judith Pagano David & Susan Duglin 

Frieda Wyman Jakubowski Dr. Carl & Joann Paulsen Shirley W. Dunn 

 Mary Jefferson Jean B. Purdy Richard & Nancy Edmonds 

Patron Joseph & Sandra Jurczynski Beryl R. Rockwell Dr. Lawrence & Ellen  

Linda S. Flynt Phil Kennicott & Mary Gray Drs. John Schenck &  Eisenberg 

Charles & Debra  Stanley & Fern Lee Susan Kalia Dale & Virginia Evans 

McCambridge Brenda Mabie Dr. Lawrence &  LouAnn Falcon 

 Dirk & Christine Mouw Jennifer Schmidt Phillip & Jane Falconer 

Benefactor Michael & Nancy Ottati, Jr. James & Beverly Sefcik Elizabeth Farrar 

Norman B. Aldrich Jonathan & Joan Pearson IV Hazel Wilson Chad Farrington &  

Carol Borthwick Dr. Thaddeus & Sylvia Raushi Richard & Patricia Yager Jennifer Skalwold 



SCHENECTADY COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

Members who joined or renewed from March 1, 2015 through February 29, 2016 

    

Family (cont'd) Family (cont'd) Family (cont'd) Individual (cont'd) 

Francis & Renie Federighi Paul Mabie Owen & Betty Sutton Victoria J. Best 

Robert Felthousen Stephen & Suzanne Mackey Thomas & Cheryl Swyers Flo Bigelow 

Ellen H. Fladger &  David & Heather Manthey Fred & Virginia Thompson Barbara Bilins 

Arden Rauch Dr. Brian & Stacy McDonald Dr. Bruno & Ruth Tolge Joy Black 

Richard & Karen Forshaw Dr. Bernard & Barbara  Michael & Mary Treanor Bobbie Blesse 

Kathleen Frake McEvoy Bernadette Twente Theone T. Bob 

James & Kathleen Frederick John & Anne Marie  William & Noreen  Paul Boettner 

Richard & Janet Gardner McLaughlin Underhill Susan Bogardus 

Donald Gavin Charles Meeusen Suzanne Unger Victoria Bohm 

Norman & Mildred Gittinger Richard & Peggy Mele Bill & Mary Jane  Bruce Bonacquist 

Dr. Constance Glasgow John & Linda Milligan Valachovic Mary Ellen Boscia 

Dr. John & Marie Gorman Harold & Jo Anne Moore Ron & Mary Ann  Ann L. Bowerman 

Marie Gould Mardy Moore Van Alstyne MaryAnne Boyer 

Rev. Phillip & Janet Grigsby Michael & Barbara Naumoff Robert & Kathryn Van Flue Ann S. Bradburd 

James & Lourdes Hathaway Hugh & Vaughn Nevin Mauricio Velasco &  Susan Brady 

Gerald & Bonnie Helgeson James & Christine O'Connor Susan Perdomo Robert Bramwell 

Andrew & Karen Hess David Ogsbury &  Matthew Wall Shirley R. Brazee 

Kristen Holler Connie Carter Ann Walraven Sally Brillon 

Allyn & Suzanne Holliday John & Nancy Ostapow Paul & Doris Ward Adrianne Brockman 

Don & Anne Hotaling Michael Ostermann Robert & Brigitte Weible William A. Bronk 

Edward & Eileen  Dorothy Packard Dr. Peter & Diana Weinberg George Brougham 

Hutchinson, Jr. Leone Van Epps Pearce Calvin & Carolyn Welch Arthur S. Brown 

Dugald & Sharon Jackson IV William & Janet Pickney Ben & Sharon Wiles Jeffry Brozyna 

Dr. Lawrence James Gerry & Eleanor Pierce Bernard & Christine  Bill Buell 

James & Patsy Joinnides Ronald & Geraldine Pinkerton Witkowski Anneke M. Bull 

Kenneth Jones Frank Ralbovsky &  Ralph & Pauline Wood Dr. Joan Wemple Burns 

Randall G. Karl Liz Mastrianni George & Ann Yager Diana Busse 

Andrew & Katherine  Kevin & Jennifer   Miriam W. Butzel 

Kazukenus Richard-Morrow Individual Sandra Mabie Caldeira 

Dr. Robert & Elaine Kennedy Samuel Rose William D. Ackner Lynn E. Calvin 

Ruth Kerr Eugene & Eleanor Rowland Mary Albers Dr. Thomas Capuano 

Scott & Diane Kilbourn Mario & Sandy Salerno Charlene Aldi Sarah Cardinali 

Edward & Sharlene King Denis & Christie Sardella Eleanor Alger-Monlea Robert N. Carpenter 

Robert & Dorothy Kuba Gregory Schaaf &  Jeremy Allen Linda Carpenter 

Ronald & Donna Lagasse Elizabeth Cammarata Susan N. Apt Nancy L. Casso 

Livio & Carolina Lazzari William & Judith Schultz, Jr. Ann Aronson James F. Cerniglia 

Frederic & Darlene Lee James & Mary Scott Richard Arthur Rodgers Cheeks 

John & Traute Lehner Ron Simmons & Laura Conrad Roxanne Babcock Carl Cherbini 

Jeff Leon David & Katherine Skelly Barbara Baciewicz Lynn Christie 

Christopher Leonard Joanne Snell Thomas G. Baker Thomas Ciancetta 

Richard & Linda Lewis, Jr. Anton Solomon &  Anne Ball Doris L. Clark 

Robert & Pat Lillquist Jane Meader Nye Mary Barbagelata Marion S. Clas 

Henry & Betsie Lind Dr. Karen & John Spinelli Monica C. Barrett Robert J. Coan, Esq. 

Dr. Oscar & Kathryn Lirio Dr. James & Alice Stewart Louise A. Basa Richard Cohen 

Thomas & Ann Locke Donald & Rochelle Stracher Henry J. Bastian Owen M. Cole 

James & Mary Ann Lommel Robert & Amy Sullivan Dr. Dean Bennett Donald E. Coons 

John & June Mabee, Jr. John & Jennifer Sutliff Ruth E. Bergeron Rose Cooper 
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Individual (cont'd) Individual (cont'd) Individual (cont'd) Individual (cont'd) 

Andrea Coppola Karen Ferri Janet Hollocher Margaret Levine 

Dave Cornelius Arnold S. Fisher Sylvia E. Hosegood Peter Lewis 

Beverly Cornelius Diane Fisher Philip Hourigan Col. John A. Lighthall 

Steven Cornick Perry Ann Fitzgerald Helene Iler Frances Loeffler 

Lt. Col. Irving E.  Brian Flahive Evelyn Incitti Edward Lorentzen 

Costanzo Jody Fleming JoAnne Ivory Edward Kruesi Lorraine 

Betsy Cotton Dorothy M. Foley Susan J. Jackson O. Chadwick Loveland 

Thomas D. Coulson Jocelyn Foley-Creech Barbara J. Jeffries Katharine L. Lowe 

Paulyn M. Cox Barbara J. Foti Hugh Jenkins Lynda Lukas 

Janet R.F. Crandell L. Arlene Frederick Betty Ann Jennings Robert J. Mabie 

Robert Creatura J. Stuart Freeman, Jr. Emily Ann Jensvold Ceil Mack 

Deborah Crosby Jeni Friedland Joyce Jewitt Richard MacKinnon 

Dr. Peter Cross Christina Friskey-Davies Timothy L. Johnson Fred Mackintosh 

Charles L. Currey Janet M. Fuentes Kathryn F. Johnson John Maddaus 

Nelson Curtis Joseph Gallagher Dr. Stephen D. Jones Elsie Maddaus 

Greta Daigle Christine Galvin Robert J. Jones Gertrude Mallan 

Allen R.  David Mary Garabedian Lynne T. Jonquieres Anne Mancuso 

Helena A. DeCaprio Deborah Gatoff Sharon A. Jordan Virginia Manning 

Anne Deiber Jean H. Gauer Sandra Kaminski Nicholas Mareno 

Peter Delocis John Gearing Gerald C. Kammerman Barbara Markey 

Charleen DeLorenzo Matthew F. George, Jr. Carol Messina Karius Richard T. Martin 

Gail Denisoff Carl J. George Ann L. Karl Joan Marzitelli-Brooks 

Jacqueline DeSanti Gail George Francis Karwowski Irma Mastroianni 

Richard DiCristofaro Nellie Georgelos Frank Keetz Roberta K. Mattimore 

Neff Dietrich David A. Giacalone Ursula E. Keiski Brian G. Maybee 

Mary Jane Dike Laraine Gillette Kevin Kesby Carole Lynn McCarthy 

Gary Dilallo Mark Girard Elizabeth Khasiev William McColl 

Paul L. Dimon Karen Giuzio Judith Kilday Brendan McLaughlin 

Rose E. Dixon Donald Gleason Wayne J. Kimball Nancy G. McNabb 

Germaine Doremus Amy Gordon Hon. Margaret C. King Mary Ann McNamara 

Susan DuFour Beryl N. Grant Dr. Ronald F. Kingsley Susan Spring Meggs 

Susan P. Duncan Dorothy Gray Gloria Kishton Dr. Dominick Mele 

Patricia Dwyer Matthew Grumo Kathy Kochem Jo Ann Menzer 

Walter Dytrych, Jr. Elaine Guidice Marilyn M. Kohls Ellen Messick 

Elizabeth Early Jean Daley Gwynn Michael Kokernak Roger Michael 

Therese Early Catherine Haag Ella Krajewski Marianne Josefiak Miller 

Elizabeth M. Ehrcke Jayne Hanson Mary E. Kruger Peter Modley 

James J. Elbrecht Diane B. Harper Barbara Kuban Debra Enright Moyer 

Pamela Ellingson Stan Harris Dolores Kwolek Barbara Hayes Muhlfelder 

Janet Elliott Barbara W. Harris Amy LaGrange Keith Munro 

Constance Emery Clifford W. Hayes Rita Lancefield Michael Munson 

Rev. John Facci Edward Heisler Ruth Larson Brendan Murphy 

Babette Faehmel Alicia V. Hermance Edward Le Viness Elizabeth J. Nelson 

Joy P. Favretti Dr. Frank de M. Hill Timothy Lederach Janet L. Nelson 

Susan Felthousen Thomas Hodgkins Gavin Lemley Judy Neznek 

Darryl Ferguson Donna Hogerhuis Constance M. Leonard Christie A. Noble 

John Ferrari Julia R. Holcomb Jerry L. Leonardo Patrick O'Brian 
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Individual (cont'd) Individual (cont'd) Individual (cont'd) Supporting (cont'd) 

Patricia O'Clair Alice Rudnick Brenda H. Thomas Carlilian Foundation 

Francis O'Connor, Jr. Mary Ann Ruscitto Jean Thorkildson Clifton Park Halfmoon  

Joe J. Onorati Ann Rutkowski Paul H. Tocker Public Library 

Sue Onorati Paul L. Ryan Kathryn Tomaino Felthousen's Florist 

Kathryn L. Opdyke Hon. Angelo Santabarbara Kathleen Toombs GE Foundation  

Jenny Overeynder Chandra Santiago James S. Trapini Match Program 

Barbara J. Palmer Donna Santora Lois M. Troup George E. Franchere Trust 

Edward Pangburn Marilyn J. Sassi Lois E. Truax Hartgen Archeology Assoc. 

Christine Pangburn Gordon Schaufelberg John Urbanski Legere Restorations 

Barbara Pantalone John Scherer Louis Van Curler-Cuyler Mabee Family Foundation 

Enzo Pantano Martha Scherer Eugene F. Van Dyke, Jr. Pattersonville Furniture Store 

Nancy Papish E. James Schermerhorn Timothy Van Heest Pedone Business Enterprises 

Joan Parslow Nathaniel Schied Holly A. Van Schaick Pleasant View Farm 

Dr. Robert R. Pascucci Shirley A. Schleier Gloria Vassolas St. George's Council #74 

David Pecoraro Rebecca Schott Maureen Vedder Schenectady County  

Mary Pedone Elinore Schumacher David Vrooman, Jr. Public Library 

Hon. Leesa Perazzo Tina Sciocchetti Nancy L. Walden Schenectady Foundation 

Rev. Patrick Perkins Jane Scrafford F. William Walker Senator Hugh T. Farley 

Linda Perregaux Kathleen P. Scutt Antonia M. Walsh Slick's Restaurant & Tavern 

Ann M. Perry Kathleen Secker Cathy Walsh  

Robert A. Petito George Seeger Anita R. Walther  

Elma Phillips Van der Bogert Shanklin Nancy H. Wasmund  

Elizabeth Pieper Juliana Shei Barbara Watt  

Barbara Piper Gwendolyn Sheldon Mark Weintraub  

Teresa V. Pistolessi Warren W. Sheldon Vera Weiss  

Henry W. Polgreen Patricia A. Shoemaker Sharon C. Wemple  

Mary Anne Pollack Charles Slavin Thomas Werner  

Donna Poole Henrietta A. Slosek Walter Wheeler  

Linda Post Patricia Smith Lynn Wildrick  

Dr. Peter F. Purcell Deanna Smith Malcolm Willison  

Richard Rainey Rosemary Snyder Jacquelin Willoughby  

Janet I. Rainey Janet Snyder Johanna M. Woldring  

Everett Rau James Spring Richard Wolf  

Rebecca Rector Elaine M. Springsted Robert J. Woods, RA  

Carol Reid Ellen W. Steele Fred Woodward  

Louis Restifo Martin Strosberg Anastasia Yapchanyk  

Rick Reynolds Harvey Strum Col. William Yates USAF  

Catherine Reynolds Sally J. Swantz Natusha A. Yates  

James Richmond Donna E. Swart Neil Yetwin  

Steven Rider Daniel Swarts Bill Yunick  

Robert J. Ringlee Martha M. Szuminskyj James Zayicek  

Nancy Robinson Elizabeth Taft Vivien Zazzau  

Johnny Rockenstire Donna Tansey Jean B. Zegger  

Paul Rosenberg Raffele A. Tedeschi Eleanor Zimmerman  

Betty H. Rowland Peter Ten Eyck   

Sonia H. Rubenstein Alice Buff Tepper Supporting  

Mary Jane Rubinski Evelyn Thode Broughton Foundation  
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