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The Erie Canal: Materials in the Grems-Doolittle Library 
 

Books: 
Adams, Samuel Hopkins.  Canal Town.  New York: Random House, 1944.   

Andrist, Ralph K. The Erie Canal.  New York: American Heritage Pub. Co., 1964. 

Bernstein, Peter L.  Wedding of the Waters: The Erie Canal and the Making of a Great Nation. New 

York: W.W. Norton, 2005. 

Best From American Canals.  No. VI. American Canal And Transportation, 1993. 

Campbell, Wallace Hamilton.  In the Erie Canal Days.  Onondaga Co. Savings Bank, n.d. 

Canal Museum.  Canals: A Journal of Canal Information.  Vol. 1, Issue 1, Spring, 1974. 

Canal Society of NYS.  The Erie Barge Canal:  Cold Springs To Montezuma: Field Trip Guide. Canal  

 Society, 1997. 

Canal Society of NYS.  The Barge Canal: Albany to Waterford; the Champlain Canal: Cohoes to  

 Stillwater: Field Trip Guide.  Canal Society, 1996. 

Canal Society of NYS.  Erie Canal: Cohoes to Pattersonville: Field Trip. Canal Society, 1988. 

Canal Society of NYS.  The Erie Canal: Eastern Wayne County: Field Trip Guide. Canal Society, 1991. 

Canal Society of NYS.  The Erie Canal: Little Falls to Mindenville: Field Trip Guide. Canal Society, 

2002. 

Canal Society of NYS.  The Erie Canal: Bushnell’s Basin to Medina: Field Trip Guide. Canal Society,  

 1995. 

Canal Society of NYS.  The Erie Canal: Tonawanda to Medina: Field Trip Guide. Canal Society, 2001. 

Canal Society of NYS.  Three Canals - Albany to Rexford: Field Trip Guide. Canal Society, 2007. 

Canal Society of NYS.  Two Erie Canals: Montezuma To Camillus: Field Trip. Canal Society, 1986. 

Casey, Jack.  A Land Beyond the River: A Novel.  Diamond Rock Pubs., 2005. 

Chalmers, Harvey.  The Birth of the Erie Canal.  Rockman Assoc., 1960. 

Chalmers, Harvey.  How the Irish Built the Erie.  Bookman Assoc., 1964. 

Clinton, DeWitt.  Erie Canal Survey, 1810. Reprinted by Fort Plain Standard, 1936. 

Clinton, DeWitt.  The Life and Writings of DeWitt Clinton.  1955. 

Clute, John F.  Narratives and Recollections: Concerning Early Days on the Erie Canal. 1890. 

Colden, Cadwallader D.  Memoir Prepared At the Request of the Common Council of the City of New  

 York at the Celebration of the Completion of the New York Canals. W.A. Davis, 1825. 

Condon, George E.  Stars in the Water: The Story of the Erie Canal.  NY: Doubleday, 1974. 

Cycling the Erie Canal: A Guide to 400 Miles of Adventure and History. Parks and Trails of N.Y., 2007. 

Drago, Harry Sinclair.  Canal Days in America: The History and Romance of Old Towpaths and  

 Waterways.  Bramhall House, 1972. 

Edmonds, Walter D.  Rome Haul.  Syracuse University Press, 1983. 

Edmonds, Walter, D.  Three Stalwarts: Drums Along the Mohawk, Rome Haul, Erie Water. Little, 1961.   

Ellis, David.  The Canal Chronology.  Reprint: “The Canal Courier,” 1961. 

Fort Hunter Canal Restoration Planning Committee.  Recommendations of the Fort Hunter Canal Society.   

 Society, 1966. 

Garrity, Richard G.  Canal Boatman: My Life on Upstate Waterways.  Syracuse University Press, 1984. 

Garrity, Richard G.  Recollections of the Erie Canal.  NY: Historical Society of the Tonawandas, 1966. 

Godfrey, Fred G.  Sailors, Waterways and Tugboats I Have Known: The NYS Barge Canal System.   

 Library Research Assocs., 1993. 

Hager, Robert E.  Mohawk River Boats and Navigation before 1820. Canal Society of NYS, 1987. 



Books, cont.: 
Jessmain, Marilyn.  The Erie Canal; a Collection of Newspaper Articles.  

Johnson, Mary Ann.  Ghosts along the Erie.  NY: North Country Books, 1995. 

Kauffman, Bret.  The Erie Canal: Its Effects upon Schenectady.  

Koeppel, Gerald T.  Bond of Union: Building the Erie Canal and the American Empire. DaCapo Press,  

 2009. 

Landbein, Walter Basil.  Hydrology and Environmental Aspects of the Erie Canal (1817-1899).  

 Washington: U.S. Govt. Printing Office, 1976. 

Larkin, F. Daniel.  New York State Canals: A Short History.  Purple Mountain Press, 1998. 

McFee, Michelle A.  A Long Haul: The Story of the NYS Barge Canal.  Purple Mountain Press, 1998. 

McKeivey, William J.  Champlain to Chesapeake: A Canal Era Pictorial Cruise.  Canal Press, 1976. 

Naylor, Lawrence.  The Effects of the Erie Canal on Schenectady.  1982. 

Neisuler, Jeannette.  When Schenectady and the Erie Canal Were Young Together.  1954. 

New York State Archives.  The Mighty Chain: A Guide to Canal Records in the New York State Archives.  

 1992. 

New York State Assembly. Canal Systems of the State of New York.  Session 124, Vol. 23, 1901. 

New York (State).  Department of Transportation.  Rules and Regulations Governing Navigation and Use  

 of the New York State Barge Canal System.  1981. 

New York (State).  Engineer & Surveyor.  Engravings of Plans, Profiles and Maps Illustrating the  

 Standard Models from which are Built the Important Structures on the New York State’s Canals.   

 Van Benthuysen, 1860.   

New York (State).  Superintendent of Public Works.  The Canal System of New York State. 1923. 

New York’s Canals: Cruising America’s Waterways.  Vol. 1: Contemporary Canals.  Media Artists, 2002. 

O’Malley, Charles T.  Low Bridge and High Water on the New York State Barge Canal. Diamond  

 Mohawk Pub., 1991. 

O’Shea, Amelia T.  Canals of Albany County. Author, 2006. 

O’Shea, Amelia T.  The Erie Canal through Saratoga County.  Author, 2007. 

Paige, E.W.  Canal Trip through the Mohawk Valley: Rome to Fort Hunter.  

Papp, John   Erie Canal Days: A Pictorial Essay: Albany to Buffalo.  Author, 1967. 

Papp, John.  The Traveller’s Pocket Directory and Stranger’s Guide: Exhibiting Distances on the Erie  

 Canal and Stage Routes in the State of New York.  Historical Pubs., 1978. 

Pinel, Stephan L.  Organ Building along the Erie and Chenango Canals. OHS Press, 2010. 

Rapp, Marvin A.  Canal Water and Whiskey: Tall Tales from the Erie Canal Country.  Twayne, 1965. 

Reison, Richard O.  Erie Canal Legacy: Architectural Treasurers of the Empire State. Landmark  Society  

 of Western New York, 2000. 

Rinker, Harry L.  The Old Raging Erie  --  There Have Been Several Changes: A Postcard History of the  

 Erie and Other New York State Canals (1895-1915).  Berkeley Heights,  N.J., 1984 

Scherer, John.  Greek Temples on the Towpath: A History and Guide to the Vischer Ferry District. 1985. 

Shaw, Ronald E.  Erie Water West: A History of the Erie Canal, 1792-1854. Kentucky U.P., 1966. 

Sheriff, Carol.  The Artificial River: The Erie Canal and the Paradox of Progress, 1817-1862.  Hill &  

 Wang, 1996. 

Smith, Robert H.  Clinton’s Ditch: The Erie Canal  --  1825.  C. Books, 2002. 

Spier, Peter.  The Erie Canal.  Doubleday, 1970. 

Strobeck, Katherine.  Port Jackson: An Erie Canal Village.  Port Jackson Pub. Co., 1989. 

Taormina, Frank.  Notes on the Erie Canal.  Author, 2008. 

The 2009 Western Frontier Symposium.  Moving Frontiers: Early Transportation in the Mohawk Valley.   

 New York Council on the Humanities, 2009. 

United States.  National Ocean Service.  New York State Barge Canal System.1991.  

Veeder, David.  Fort Hunter: Canal Town, U.S.A.  Fort Hunter Canal Society, 1968. 

Vogel, Robert M.  A Report of the Mohawk-Hudson Area Survey.  Smithsonian, 1973. 

Waterford Historical Museum & Cultural Center.  Waterford Flight: A Report on the Notable Events  

 Leading Up to its Opening on May 15, 1915.  Publication #1, 1965. 

Whitford, Noble E.  History of the Barge Canal of New York State.  J.B. Lyon, 1922. 

 



Books, cont.: 
Whitford, Noble E.  History of the Canal System of the State of New York, Together With Brief Histories  

 of the Canals of the United States and Canada. Brandow Printing Co., 1906. 

Williams, Frank. Book of Plans for the New York State Barge Canal.  J.B. Lyon, 1920. 

Wyld, Lionel D. Boaters and Broomsticks: Tales & Historical Lore of the Erie Canal. North Country  

 Books, 1986. 

Wyld, Lionel D.  The Erie Canal: A Bibliography.  Darcy Associates, 1990. 

Wyld, Lionel D.  40’ x 28’ x 4’: The Erie Canal  --  150 Years.  Oneida County Erie Canal  

 Commemoration Commission, 1967. 

Wyld, Lionel D.  Low Bridge: Folklore and the Erie Canal.  Syracuse University Press, 1962. 

 

Clipping Files – Erie Canal category: 
Includes several sub-categories, including Erie Barge Canal; Bike Paths; Champlain Canal; Cohoes; Day  

 Peckinpaugh; Electric Mule; Excursion Boats; Heritage Trail; History; Lock #1; Lock #19;  Lock  

 #23; Locks; Maps; Miscellaneous; Pamphlets; Revitalization; Rexford; Rexford Aqueduct /  

 Vischer’s Ferry; Schenectady; Schoharie Crossing; Statistics. 

 

Photograph and Image Collections: 
Grems-Doolittle Library Photograph Collection – Erie Canal category.  

Includes several sub-categories, including Barge Canal; Barge Canal Construction; Barges; Canal  

Boats; Communities; Disasters; Dock Street; Electric Mule; Erie Boulevard; Erie Boulevard  

Construction; Erie Canal; Excursion Boats; Exhibits (2006); Industries/Businesses; Lock #23;  

Lock #24; Other Places; Towpaths; Winter. 

Grems-Doolittle Library Postcard Collection – Erie Canal Views 

John Papp Photograph Collection 

Harold Woodworth Photograph Collection 

Laura Brown Slide Collection 

Linda Champagne Slide Collection 

 

Historic Manuscripts Collection:  
Accounts – Accts 315; Accts 356 

Bonds – Bonds 29; Bonds 31  

Broadsides – Broadsides 9 

Deeds – D 187; D 200; D 447; D 895; D 1574; D 1580; D 1581; D 1611; D 1612; D 1621;  D 1634;  

D 1729; D 1779; D 2002; D 2056 

General Letters – Gen L 244; Gen L 665 

Legal Matters – LM 19; LM 4642; LM 4722; LM 4723; LM 4733 

Miscellaneous – Misc 149; Misc 309; Misc 442; Misc 689; Misc 783; Misc 892 

 

Documents Collection: 
Erie Canal & Barge Canal  --  History (311.15.1) 

Erie Canal & Barge Canal  --  Businesses (311.15.2) 

Erie Canal & Barge Canal  --  Legal Matters (311.15.3) 

Erie Canal & Barge Canal  --  Tourism (311.15.4) 

 

Maps:  
See also general maps of the city of Schenectady, Schenectady County, and New York  

State made 1817 and later.  
On North Romeyn Street and the Erie Canal near the dry dock in the city of Schenectady (1849) 

Untitled Map – Showing lands along the Erie Canal - Sections 29, 30  (mid-1800s) 

Untitled Map – Showing lands along the Erie Canal - Section 51  (mid-1800s) 

Untitled Map – Showing lands along the Erie Canal - Section 52  (mid-1800s) 



Maps, cont.:  
Untitled Map – Showing existing and proposed canals and railroads on map of New York State (1855) 

Map & Profiles of New York State Canals Designed under the Direction of Van Rensselaer Richmond  

 (1859) 

Erie Canal before “Changed” By Resolved Gibbons (ca. 1920) 

Directory of Navigable Connecting Waterways of New York State (1959) 

Map of New York State with the Erie, Champlain, Oswego, and Cayuga-Seneca Canals Highlighted (ca.  

 1985) 

New York's Canals and Connecting Waterways (ca. 1980s) 

Untitled Map – Partial map of canals and feeders in NYS from Albany north and from Montgomery  

 county east (n.d.) 

Untitled Map – 57 pages showing detailed drawings of the route of the original Erie Canal. Shows names  

 of land owners along the canal. (n.d.) 

 

Oral Histories: 
Memories of the Erie Canal and Vischer’s Ferry.  John Woodin.  1973. 

Boyhood Remembrances of Schenectady and the Erie Canal.  Fred Auchenpaugh.  4 parts.  1978. 

Life on the New York State Barge Canal.  William T. Green.  1978. 

Recollections of the Erie Canal.  Alfred L Joyner.  1978-79. 

 

CDs: 
Oh! That Low Bridge: Songs of the Erie Canal.  2000. 

The Erie Canal in Schenectady County.  Frank Taormina.  2001. 

Erie Canal/William Johnson.  Frank Taormina.  2005. 

Erie Canal Pictures (ca. 1900). 2006. 

Rexford Aqueduct and Erie Canal.  2008. 

Derry Down the Erie: Songs and Tales of the Erie Canal.  Yesterday’s News.  n.d. 

Erie Canal, Rexford and Crescent.  n.d. 

 

Personal Papers: 
Larry Hart Collection 

 Includes research files, photographs, and postcards relating to the Erie Canal.  

Mabee Family Papers 

 Document nos. M-Deed-45; M-Deed-46; M-LM-42; M-LM-43; M-LM-47; M-LM-59; 

M-LM-60; M-LM-61; M-LM-79; M-LM-106; M-Letters-6; M-Letters-38; M-Maps-6.  

Carl George Collection 

Includes several descriptive booklets of the canals of New York State.  

James Frost Papers 

 Document numbers A-68; M-136; M-208; P-21; R-35; R-37; R-52; R-58; U-120.  

 

 

 


