
  

 

                                     

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Legacy of Robert Furman 

    by Frank Taormina 

A community is the product of the individuals who inhabit it. Among these people there are, if the community is 
a fortunate one, some who possess the desire, the energy, the vision, and the personal gifts to help create a better 
community for all its members. Robert Furman (1826-1894) of Schenectady was such a person.  

It is difficult to include all the things for which Robert Furman should be remembered in a list of his 
accomplishments. His home, which he built in 1857 and where he died in 1894, is still located at the corner of 
Lafayette and Smith Streets where it has served since 1928 as the Rectory for St. Joseph’s Roman Catholic 
Church. The main location for his business was at the northeast corner of State and Ferry Streets, a site recently 
bequeathed to the Schenectady County Community College by Mrs. Katherine Kindl, its most recent owner. It 
was here that in 1886 Robert Furman took the lead among local businessmen in helping to complete the 
transaction that enabled Thomas Edison to locate his electrical manufacturing business in Schenectady. 

                                                                                                                           Continued on pages 4-5 
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Michael Karl         Robert Petito 

                                        Letter from the President 

     The world renews itself every spring, and so does the Society.  April 1 marks the 
beginning of our new fiscal year, and with it comes our Annual Meeting, held on April 10 
this year, and preparation of this May-June issue in which we needed four 4-column 
pages, 6 through 9, to list the many members and contributors who helped us through a 
difficult FY 2009.  

       Two new Trustees joined the other 22 of us this year; photos of Mike Karl and Rob 
Petito follow this letter and their profiles lead the following page. They are solid citizens 
who will be a great asset to SCHS.  

       FY 2010 will also be a challenge.  One  project  underway is not fully funded,  the 
restoration of the two large historic maps of New York State, one from the early 19th 
century and one from the late 18th, that have been hanging, mostly unseen, in a third-floor 
room of our museum. Librarian Katherine Chansky wants very much to complete the 
much-needed restorations and then find a better place to hang them. We’re pretty much 
out of wall space downtown, but by another year we should be able to find a place of 
honor for these maps in the new Franchere Education Center at the Mabee Farm.  

     Here’s how you can help make this happen. Three persons who choose to remain 
anonymous have contributed the $1,000 needed to restore one of the maps.  Their 
challenge to you is to match that $1,000 so that the other may be also. So I ask that four of 
you each send us $250, and you needn’t remain anonymous. And don’t be concerned if, 
collectively, the mini-fund drive is oversubscribed. There will always be more restoration 
to do. 

     The breaking news of the moment is that invitations to bid to build the Franchere 
Center have been extended, responses are due in mid-month, and then, next month, June 
will be busting out all over. Hear the music! 

                                                                                                    -Ed 
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                        Michael W. Karl 
 
New Trustee Mike Karl is a native of Rotterdam 
Junction with family roots going back to the Mabee 
family. He is a graduate of Schalmont High School, has 
a B.S. from Siena College, and is a Certified Insurance 
Counselor and Registered Professional Liability 
Underwriter. After service in the Army, he became a 
claims representative with the General Accident Group 
and moved up to become a Special Agent for them. A. 
He was recruited by AIG as its Albany Branch manager 
and left that position to join Jardine Insurance Brokers as 
an Account Executive and became Senior Vice 
President. He moved on to become President of Naples 
Risk Management  (NRM) where he established 
Management Protection International, LLC, and 
specialized in international commercial insurance and 
management liability. Through a series of business 
mergers his employer became First Niagara Risk 
Management (FNRM) where he is now Executive Vice 
President at the Albany, NY Regional headquarters of 
FNRM.  Mike holds a 20-year service award from the 
National Ski Patrol, and is part owner of Karl Racing’s 
#71 modified race car. He serves on the Board of 
Trustees of the Schenectady County Community College 
and was elected Board Chair in July of 2008. He also 
served a four-year term as Councilman, Town of 
Rotterdam. 
 
        

              Robert A. Petito, Jr. 
   
New Trustee Rob Petito is a licensed architect who 
works in the field of historic preservation, restoration, 
and adaptive use of historic structures. Rob grew up in 
the Delaware Valley in a New Jersey community that 
was settled in the 1670s, and has lived in the Stockade 
neighborhood of Schenectady for 20 years. He holds an 
undergraduate degree in American History from 
Princeton University and an M.S. in architecture from 
the University of Pennsylvania. During the course of his 
career, he has directed the preparation of historic 
structure reports, conditions assessments, and 
documentation for restoration and rehabilitation projects 
for buildings of varying sizes and uses. In addition, he 
has worked on restoration projects involving churches, 
historic courthouses and commercial buildings, dam and 
water control structures, museums, historic houses, and 
historic military barracks. He served on the City of 
Schenectady’s Historic District Commission for twelve 
years and was its chairman from 1996 to 2003. He 
served a term on the board of the Stockade Association, 
and currently serves as vice-president of the Schenectady 
Heritage Foundation. A member of the Historical 
Society since 1991, he has served on the Mabee Farm 
Advisory Committee from 1993 to 2000, and currently 
chairs the Library’s subcommittee that is revising the 
Historical Society’s booklet on Stockade homes.

 Schenectady History Museum Exhibit 
 
Saturday – May 8   2:00 pm 
       Faces of Schenectady  1715 – 1750 
Ona Curran, curator for the exhibit that opened on May 
1st, will discuss her 40 years of art research into the 
portraiture of Schenectady. Visitors will have the 
opportunity to ask questions and to purchase a signed 
copy of the catalogue designed and written by Ms. 
Curran. 
The portraits of Caleb Beck and his wife Anna Fairly 
Mol Beck, on loan from Historic Hudson Valley, will be 
a major feature of the newly installed exhibit which will 
run at Society headquarters through November 1.  
Anna Fairly Mol Beck (1678- c.1748) was the daughter 
of Jan Janse Mol and Engeltje Pieterse Mabie and grand-
daughter of Pieter Casparzen Mabie and Aechtje Jans. 
She came to Schenectady following her marriage to 
Caleb Beck in 1703, probably encouraged by her uncle, 
Jan Pieterse Mabie, who owned the historic Mabie house  

 
 
in Rotterdam Junction. Caleb Beck was a master mariner 
from Portsmouth New Hampshire. The Becks were 
active members of the community who operated a tavern 
and dry goods store at Church and Union Streets. Caleb 
Beck died in 1733 but his wife carried on the business 
until her death circa 1748. The Becks were the parents of 
five children. The portraits of the Becks remained in the 
family until Catherine Beck, the daughter of T. Romeyn 
Beck, married Pierre Van Cortlandt in 1836.  
The portrait of Laurens Claese Van der Volgen, acquired 
by the Society last year, will make its first public 
appearance in this exhibit.  Other portraits and images to 
be included are from families with names like Glen, 
Sanders, Van Eps, Veeder, Swart, Truax, Vrooman, Van 
Slyck, Ten Eyck, Dunbar, and Post. A catalogue of the 
exhibit with illustrations of the portraits in color is 
available at the Society for $19.95.  
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The Legacy of Robert Furman – continued from p. 1 
 
 
Robert Furman came to Schenectady in 1843 
from Herkimer, NY at the age of 17, coming at 
the behest of his brother, Rensselaer Furman, a 
Schenectady merchant. While working for his 
brother, he attracted the attention of another 
merchant, Myndert Van Guysling, who occupied 
the building at the corner of State and Ferry 
Streets mentioned earlier. Van Guysling hired 
Robert to work for him, and on December 2, 
1857, Robert married Catherine Van Guysling, 
with whom he lived the rest of his life in that 
house.  

 

Robert’s interest in real estate is framed for me 
in the existence of two streets: one is Van 
Guysling Avenue, a street one block west of 
Broadway, and parallel to it, that runs from 
Clinton Street extension to Interstate 890; and 
the other is Furman Street, a few blocks east of 
McClellan Street in the midst of a very large 
piece of property he owned in the neighborhood 
of where Becker Street is now. Also within this 
framework of reference at the top of the State 
Street hill, we have Veteran’s Park, formerly 
known as Crescent Park (see image on cover), 
which was created around 1860 from property 
donated by Robert Furman and Judge Platt 
Potter, whose portrait, along with Furman’s 

bust, now occupy the same room in the 
Schenectady County Historical Society. 
 
One could hardly do better in recognizing the 
role Robert Furman played in the Schenectady 
community than to quote from the ever present 
―Net‖ via a reference on www.scpl.org, the 
Schenectady County  Public  Library website:1 
―He read law, was admitted to the bar, and 
practiced in the county, state, and federal courts. 
He continued as a merchant, and had an 
established position among the solid energetic 
businessmen of the town, as well as a high 
professional standing at the bar. But it is not as 
either lawyer or merchant that gave him his 
enviable position in the estimation of his fellow 
citizens. Rather, it was his unvarying public 
spirit and unceasing effort to advance the 
interests of Schenectady. Manufactories, rail-
roads, parks, and public buildings all owed to 
him their inception and successful development. 
He was a restless and irresistible promoter of 
new enterprises and public improvement. He 
was one of the organizers of the Schenectady 
and Ogdensburg Railroad, and in connection 
with Colonel Campbell and Judge Potter, paid 
for the survey. He was instrumental in having 
Thomas A. Edison locate his General Electric 
Works in Schenectady, which plant is now 
[1910] employing upwards of fifteen thousand 
people.2 He was an organizer of the 
Schenectady and Athens railroad.  He inspired 
a railroad promoter to come to Schenectady and 
build a street railroad. He was a trustee of the 
Young Men's Christian Association, and made a 
generous contribution to the building fund. In 
the New York State legislature, to which he was 
elected, he secured an appropriation of $30,000 
for an armory3 at Schenectady, one of a like 
amount for a survey of a railroad to run north to 
Canada, one for $100,000 for an observatory for 
Union College (vetoed by the governor), and 
appropriations for the Old Ladies Home and the 
Home of the Sisters of Charity. In season and 
out of season, he was  always  working  for   the  
good of Schenectady.‖ 
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In 1863, at the request of his personal and 
political friend, Governor Horatio Seymour, 
Furman raised a regiment and was ordered to 
Buffalo to be equipped and sent to the front to 
check the northern advance of General Lee. But 
the great victory gained at Gettysburg rendered 
the regiment unnecessary, and they were not 
actually called into service. He had been 
commissioned colonel of his regiment (83rd New 
York) and would gladly have led them to the 
fields of action had his country called. 

In every department of life, Colonel Furman was 
eminent—a thoroughly successful man of 
business; a lawyer of ability; a true and patriotic 
citizen; a neighbor whose service and sympathy 
was always assured; a friend in whose fidelity 
one could always confide. He was most liberal 
and charitable, but his giving was unostentatious 
and always timely. He died January 5, 1894, at 
his home at the corner of Smith and Lafayette 
streets, Schenectady, aged sixty-eight years. 

                                                                                                                   -Frank Taormina 
 
1 Vol. III, pp. 1066-1068 of Hudson-Mohawk Genealogical and Family Memoirs, edited by Cuyler 
Reynolds (New York: Lewis Historical Publishing Company, 1911). It is in the Reference collection of 
the Schenectady County Public Library at R929.1.R45.  
 
2 Regarding the role that Robert Furman played in bringing the Edison Machine Works to Schenectady, 
there are copies at the Society of newspaper articles that appeared in May and June of 1886 in a local 
newspaper, The Daily Union (which later became The Union-Star). The Union Star later published an 
article describing the coverage in 1886. A selection follows: 
On May 26, 1886, ―Walter McQueen resigned his position as general superintendent of the then existing 
locomotive works and with Senator Charles Stanford, N.I. Schermerhorn, and some others organized the 
McQueen locomotive works.  About eight acres of land were purchased and two large buildings were 
erected on the site of the present General Electric works at a cost of about $80,000. But before any 
machinery was put in the buildings, Mr. McQueen resigned and Senator Stanford died and the project 
came to a standstill.‖ The same article continued to tell of the prospect of getting the Edison Works here 
and states that a committee was selected to see what could be done in the matter. ―The most prominent of 
these who interested themselves were Col. Robert Furman, John A. DeRemer, William B. Schermerhorn, 
and Judge Alonzo P. Strong. ….. [The sum of ]$7,500 had to be raised…. It is well understood that the 
sale was made for $45,000. The Edison Company offered to give $37,500 for the property which was 
refused by the McQueen Company who fixed upon $45,000 as their lowest figure. Citizens contributed 
$7,500. (Col. Furman himself gave $250 in addition to the money he had already given.)  The consent to 
the transaction of all McQueen Company stockholders was obtained by Mr. John A. DeRemer, Col. 
Robert Furman, and others and the result is a sale. –Daily Union, June 23, 1886. 
 
3 This building was originally referred to as 
an arsenal and was located approximately at 
the corner of what is now Nott Terrace and 
State Street. This was demolished to make 
way for the nearby Schenectady Armory, 
1989-99. That too was demolished. The 
present day Schenectady Armory was built 
in 1936 on Washington Avenue near what is 
now the Schenectady County Community 
College. See New York’s Historic 
Armories—an Illustrated History by Nancy 
L. Todd. 
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Schenectady County Historical Society 
 

Members & Contributors from April 1, 2009 through March 31, 2010 (FY2009) 
 
 
Life 
Dr N. Balasubramaniam  
Bette Bradway  
Mr & Mrs Merrill Brown  
Dudley Chambers  
Ron & Mary Chatfield  
Muriel DeSorbo  
Jim & Ann Eignor  
Werner Feibes  
Mrs Roland Fitzroy  
Frederick Fox Jr  
Robert Fullam  
Rev. George Gagnon  
Mr & Mrs R. L. George 
Dorothea Godfrey  
Gladys Graubart  
Mrs John Hancock  
John & Lois Harnden  
Mrs Larry Hart  
Carol Harvey  
Paul Heiner  
Mr & Mrs R.T. Henke  
Dr Grace Jorgensen 
George Juno  
Francis Karwowski  
Catherine Kindl  
Mrs T. S. Kosinski  
Betty La Grange  
Laura Lee Linder  
Douglass Mabee  
Gary & Kim Mabee  
Stephen Mabie  
Edward McElroy Jr  
Ernest Milano  
Charles Millington  
Dr James W. Nelson  
Mrs John Papp  
Donald F. Putnam  
Ronald Ratchford  
Norman Rynex  
Clinton Sager 2nd  
Marjorie Schmid  
James Schmitt  
Frederick Sistarenik  
Mr & Mrs Joe Strange  
Shirley Sutphen  
Paul Turner  
John & Sally        
                 Van Schaick  
Charles Van Wormer  

Gene Vinik  
W. Brinson Weeks Jr 
Jay Wright  
Frieda Wyman  
  
Patron 
E. J. Prior 
 
Benefactor 
Jim & Cindy Albright 
Linda Flynt 
Analine Hicks 
Charles & Debra      
                McCambridge 
Peter Scanlon 
 
Sponsor 
Joyce Alessandrini 
Eileen Alessandrini 
Bruce Anderson 
John & Carolyn Assini 
Paul Basile 
Ruth Bergeron  
Elwin & Flo Bigelow  
Mr & Mrs William W.  
                       Borthwick  
Daniel & Patricia Bradt  
Bob & Sylvie Briber  
Earl & Rita Brinkman  
James & Sandra  
                   Buhrmaster  
Marjorie Byrnes  
Andrew & Heather  
                      Chestnut  
Nancy Johnsen Curran  
Dr Lee L. Davenport  
Albert Di Nicola  
Dick & Nancy Edmonds  
Elizabeth Farrar  
Dianne Gade  
George Gamble  
Tom & Nancy Gifford  
Merritt & Pat Glennon  
Neil & Jane Golub  
Emmeline Grubb  
Stanley & Elaine Hickok  
Douglass & Sondra  
                    Horstman  
Malcolm Horton  
Richard Huether  

Karen Johnson  
Philip & Joy Jones  
Marietta Jones  
Joseph & Sandra  
                  Jurczynski  
Ernest & Gloria Kahn  
Elizabeth Karl  
Marcell Burrows & Al  
                           Kee  
Donald & Shirley  
                         Krauter  
Dana Lansing  
Livio & Carolina Lazzari  
John & Traute Lehner  
Bob & Mary Liebers  
Col. John & Clare  
                      Lighthall  
Richard Livingston  
Brenda Mabie  
Mary Maybee  
Michael & Lisa Maybee  
Helen McCary  
Mardy Moore  
Hugh & Vaughn Nevin  
Dale Miller & Zoe Oxley  
Mr & Mrs V. Russell  
                       Patience  
Agnes & Jane Reilly  
Ed & Jean Reilly  
Robert & Helen Ringlee  
Mr & Mrs Clayton R.  
                        Rowland  
John & Cindy Seacord  
Jim & Beverly Sefcik  
Mr & Mrs William A.  
                  Simpson Jr  
Mr & Mrs Gordon Smith  
Joan Spicer  
Robert & Judith Stafford  
Esther Swanker  
Edward Tanner  
Frank Taormina  
JoAnn & Ernie Tetrault  
Wayne & Linda Thomas  
Dr & Mrs J. Maynard   
                         Toll Jr  
William Underhill  
Christine Clark & Arend        
                   Vanderveen  
David & Jane Vermilyea  

David & Ann Vincent  
William & Greta Wagle  
Sam & Carol Wait  
Francis & Joyce  
                         Wallace  
David & Janice Walz  
Greg Welsh  
Glenn Witecki  
Ralph & Pauline Wood  
 
Donor 
Edgar Alderson  
Grace Benson  
Ann Bish   
Barbara Brabetz  
Diane Buckley  
Janine Kava &   
                 Bob Carney  
James Cerniglia  
Anne Christman  
Laura Conrad  
Gladys Craven  
Jocelyn Creech  
Kate Dalby  
Bill Dimpelfeld  
Mr & Mrs Robert E.  
                         Fenton  
Ruth Fitzmorris  
Kathryn Johnson  
Sharon Jordan  
Ruth Kerr  
Don & Ann Reilly  
                        Liebers  
William & Joan Loveday   
Michael & Barbara  
                        Naumoff  
Ronald & Geraldine  
                       Pinkerton  
Dick & Barbara  
                       Preisman  
E. James Schermerhorn  
Lawrence & Jennifer  
                         Schmidt  
Elllen Flora Stanton  
Richard & Charlotte  
                         Stearns  
Dr Elizabeth Veeder  
Richard & Pat Yager  
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Family  
Don & Kay Ackerman  
Stephanie Albers  
Harvey & Mary  
                      Alexander  
Arnold & Joan Amell  
Arthur Aseltine  
Gabe & Diane Basil  
Bill & Mary Jane  
                        Beaulieu  
John Pokines & Andrea  
                          Becker  
Michael & Sandra  
                       Beloncik  
Robert & Leslie  
                        Benedict  
Elmer & Olga Bertsch  
David & Marianne  
                      Blanchard  
Richard & Virginia Bopp  
Paul & Sara Borisenko  
George & Deborah  
                         Bowdish  
John & Barbara Boyer  
Jennifer Breslin  
Lou & Judy Buhrmaster  
Anneke Bull  
Robert Butsch  
Gayle Caufield  
Kevin & Vanessa  
                  Chamberlain  
John & Elizabeth  
                         Chequer  
Doris Clark  
Robert & Carol 
                        Clemens  
Richard & Marian Clowe  
Betsy Cotton & Liam  
                          Condon  
Whylen & Carolyn  
                           Cooper  
Wilma Corcoran  
Nicholas & Josephine  
                             Cristy  
Dr & Mrs James F.  
                  Cunningham  
Ona Curran  
Allen & Ann David  
Dan & Sue Dayton  
Carlos & Penelope  
                  de la Rocha  
Ruth Deagle  
Rudy Dehn  
Jim & Judith  
                   DePasquale  
 

Morgan & Ellen   
               Desmond  
Neff Dietrich  
Michael & Yvonne  
                         Divak  
Roger & Alma Ehle  
Dale & Virginia Evans  
Phillip & Jane Falconer  
Renie Federighi  
Frank & Rose Feiner  
Mr & Mrs Joseph A.  
                      Ferrannini  
Al & Norma Finke  
John & Laura Fitts  
Janet Mooney &  
               Kathy Jo Gallo  
Jim Dickson & William  
                            Garcia  
Donald & Mary Gavin  
Edward & Nancy Gifford  
Clark & Mildred  
                         Gittinger  
John & Marie Gorman  
David & Marie Gould  
Peter Graham  
Peter & Dorothy Gray  
Sherie Grignon  
Dr & Mrs Richard F.  
                            Gullott  
Mr & Mrs James  
                      Hathaway  
Dr & Mrs Franklyn C.  
                          Hayford  
Richard & Dana Helion  
Myron & Alicia  
                  Hermance Jr  
Werner & Carole  
                       Hoffmann  
James & Evelyn  
                       Holmblad  
Joseph & Amanda  
                              Hope  
Don & Anne Hotaling  
Mr & Mrs Dugald  
                    Jackson IV  
Fred & Nancy Greene  
                            Jonas  
Richard Junge  
James & Nancy  
                     Kalasinski  
Michael & Sharon Karl  
Brian & Roberta Kelly  
Brett & Stacey Lauren  
                        Kennedy 
Scott & Diane 
        Bengston-Kilbourn  

Wayne & Joyce Kimball  
Douglas & Deborah  
                          Kreifels  
Robert & Dorothy Kuba  
Ron & Donna LaGasse  
Richard & Linda Lewis 
Jim & Mary Ann  
                      Lommel  
Victor & Karen Anne  
                             Lou  
Mr & Mrs John W.  
                         Mabee  
Robert & Charlotte  
                         Mabee  
Paul Mabie  
Stephen & Suzanne  
                         Mackey  
Fred & Barbara  
                    Mackintosh  
John & Mildred Mangan  
Bernard & Barbara  
                        McEvoy  
John & Anne  
                    McLaughlin  
Kevin & Carol  
                     McNamara  
Brian & Judith Merriam  
Charles & Shirley  
                         Milbert  
Rexford Moon Jr  
Hal & Joe Moore  
Jim & Faye Tischler  
                        Murphy  
Oliver & Ethel Murray  
Laurence & Nancy  
                  Myers-Pardi  
Yves & Elaine Nollet  
Mr & Mrs Richard G.  
                       O'Connor  
Mr & Mrs John Ostapow  
Gioia Ottaviano  
Stephen & Judith  
                          Pagano  
Carl & Joann Paulsen  
Mr & Mrs Jonathan  
                     Pearson IV  
Mr & Mrs Jon Persaud  
William & Janet Pickney  
Gerry & Eleanor Pierce  
David & Catherine  
                         Raycroft  
Mr & Mrs Kevin  
             Richard-Morrow  
Patricia Ellen Richards  
Beryl Rockwell  
Timothy & Lori Sager  

Denis & Christie  
                       Sardella  
Eric & Mary Schadow  
John & Susan Kalia  
                        Schenck  
Stephen & Alexandra  
                         Schmidt  
Harold & Debbie  
               Schneiderwind  
Will & Lois Seyse  
George & Paula Shaw  
James & Betty Shaw  
Earl Shirkey  
Richard Sills  
Dick & Connie Cahill  
                             Sise  
David & Katherine  
                           Skelly  
Don & Joanne Snell  
Wayne & Betty Somers  
Harry & Sybil Steven  
James & Alice Stewart  
Martin Storm  
Dr. James & Margo  
                     Strosberg  
Harvey & Beth Strum  
Owen & Betty Sutton  
George & Evelyn  
                     Terwilliger  
Shirley Thomas  
Jon & Nancy Tobiessen  
Michael & Mary Treanor  
Elizabeth Tucker  
William & Mary  
                     Valachovic  
Louis Van Curler-Cuyler  
Laura Van Eps  
Robert Van Flue  
Edwin Van Ingen Shaw  
Charles & Ellen  
                     Van Vlack  
Robert & Amy Veino  
Phillip & Catherine  
                            Wajda  
Emil & Ann Walraven  
Paul & Doris Ward  
Marvin & Vera Weiss  
Steve & Carol Weisse  
Cal & Carol Welch  
Keith & Sharon Weller  
Donald & Carole Weller  
John & Jean Wilkinson  
Henry Williams  
Malcolm Willison  
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Individual  
Bill Ackner  
Josephine Aker  
Norman Aldrich  
Eleanor Alger-Monlea  
Scott Andrus  
Susan Apt  
Ann Aronson  
Conrad Audie  
Cornelia Bailey  
Marianne Bailey  
Thomas Baker  
Polly Ballance  
Earl Ballou  
Louise Basa  
Henry Bastian  
Carl Bell  
Bertha Berman  
Dr Janis L. Best  
Marilyn Bisgrove  
Theone Bob  
Paul Boettner  
Virginia Bohn  
David Bonitatibus  
Patricia Booth  
Maxine Borom  
Richard Bove  
Ann Bowerman  
Ann Bradburd  
Ken Bradt  
Robert Bramwell  
Stanley Breunig  
Sally Brillon  
Adrianne Brockman  
William Bronk  
Anthony Brooks  
George Brougham  
Joan Brown  
Dorothea Brown  
Mark Brown  
Phyllis Budka  
Bill Buell  
Mim Butzel  
Sandra Mabie Caldeira  
Lynn Calvin 
Rachel Cameron  
Linda Carpenter  
Diana Carter  
Louise Cath  
Donald Cerniglia  
Katherine Chansky  
Rodgers Cheeks  
Shirley Clark  
Hilda Clohesy 
Robert J. Coan  
Wayne Collins  

Michael Companion  
Joy Coneway  
Evalyn Conklin  
Justine Connelly  
Vivian Consalvo  
Carlton Consaul  
Don Coons  
Christopher Cornell  
Lt. Col. Irving Costanzo  
Deb Crosby  
Peter Cross  
Heather Cunningham  
Elinor Czebiniak  
Carol Delamater  
Charleen DeLorenzo  
Charlotte Demers  
Gail Denisoff  
Jacqueline DeSanti  
Marjorie Deubel  
John Diesso 
Mary Jane Dike  
Paul Dimon  
Debbie Dingman  
Rose Dixon  
Linda Dolph  
Germaine Doremus  
Frances Rowe Dowling  
Marie Drislane  
Kate Dudding  
Susan Duncan  
Shirley Dunn  
Patricia Dwyer  
Elizabeth Early 
Theresa Early  
Elizabeth Ehrcke  
Beverly Elander  
James Elbrecht  
Wendell Elmendorf  
Amanda Eng  
Karin Eucker  
Mona Evenden  
Barbara Fahler  
Allison Farrell  
Carol Farrell  
Joy Favretti  
Hazel Feiker  
Susan Felthousen  
Robert Felthousen  
Pamela Felton  
Darryl Ferguson  
Howard Fiedler  
Linda Finkle  
Arnold Fisher  
Ellen Fladger  
Brian Flahive  
Maria Flores  

Martha Foland  
Margaret Foley  
Barbara Foti  
Richard Fowler  
Arlene Frederick  
Karl Fredericks  
J. Stuart Freeman Jr 
Michaela French  
T. Cartter Frierson Sr. 
Ralph Gasner  
Jean Gauer  
Ruth George  
Helen George  
Matthew George Jr  
Carl George  
Sarah George  
Jeannette Gerlaugh  
Frank Gilmore  
Joseph Girard  
Donald Gleason  
Melanie Glennon  
Patricia Goins  
Gary Grandy  
Beryl Grant  
Marion Grimes  
Elaine Guidice  
Jean Daley Gwynn  
Catherine Haag  
Ruth Hand  
Jennifer Hanson  
Jayne Hanson  
Gail Harkness  
Diane Harper  
Alan Hart  
Janet Hawkes  
John Hawley  
R. J. Hayes  
Clifford Hayes  
Gerald Helgeson  
Garrett Hermanson  
Gale Hock  
Robert Hoffman  
Paul Hooker  
Sylvia Hosegood  
Dr Marvin A. Humphrey  
Glenn Hunger  
Janet Hutchison   
JoAnne Ivory  
Bernice Izzo  
Barbara Jeffries  
Hugh Jenkins  
Ann Jensvold  
Joyce Jewitt  
Gwendolyn Johnson  
Timothy Johnson  
Heather Johnson  

Steve Jones  
Leonard Josefiak  
Gerald Kammerman  
Ann Karl  
Randall Karl  
Francis Karwowski  
Jean Katz  
Gail Kehn  
Barbara Kelly  
Dottie Kennison  
Sharlene King  
Ron Kingsley  
Millie Kling  
Mary Korkosz  
Bonnie Kotary  
Janet Kristel  
Donna Kuba  
Mary Kuykendall  
Florence LaMontagne  
Ted LaMontagne  
Rita Lancefield  
Anne LaRoche  
Gloria Lasher  
Edward Le Viness  
Stan Lee  
Sally Sutliff Lester  
Carol Lewis  
O. Chadwick Loveland  
Katharine Lowe  
Mrs Sylvestor Mabie  
Catharine Mabie  
Robert Mabie  
George Mabie  
Betty Jean Maclachlan  
Elsie Maddaus  
Alan Maddaus  
John Maddaus  
Gertrude Mallan  
Karen Mallia  
Jim Mancuso  
David Manthey  
Doris Marcellus  
David Marhafer  
Joseph Markey  
Richard T. Martin  
Joan Marzitelli-Brooks 
Linda Masotti 
Irma Mastrean  
Brian Maybee  
Patricia McAllister  
Robert McCalley 
Carole McCarthy  
Bill McColl  
Nancy McNabb  
Jo Ann Menzer  
Betsy Meyer  
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Marion Miller  
Peter Modley  
Martha Mooney  
Andrew Morris  
Avis Mulholland  
Malinda Myers  
Perry Ann Myslivy  
Beverly Neadle  
Janet Nelson  
Nancy Niefield  
George Nigriny  
Christie Noble  
Jane Meader Nye  
Ida Nystrom  
Patrick O'Brian  
Patricia O'Claire  
Francis O'Connor  
David Ogsbury  
Mildred Olson  
Elaine Orsini  
Gerald Ouderkirk  
Jenny Overeynder  
Dorothy Packard  
Caleb Paine  
Barbara Palmer  
Edward Pangburn  
Nancy Papish  
Cheryl Parkhurst  
David Pecoraro  
Mary Pedone  
Linda Perregaux  
Ann Perry  
Sean Peterson  
Rob Petito 
Julia Pfaffenbach  
Marilyn Pfaltz  
Joan Pflieger  
Betty Pieper  
Barbara Piper  
Teresa Pistolessi  
Carol Pitsas  
Henry Polgreen  
Evan Polley  
Janet Rainey  
Everett Rau  
Gabrielle Reals  
Deborah Regimbald  
Malcolm Rhoades  
Patricia Ritrovato  
Dr Arnold Ritterband  
Shirley Rivest  
Lillian Roe  
Jessie Roensch  
Herb Roes  
Nancy Ross  
William ""Rip"" Rowan  

Mary Ann Ruscitto  
Dr Jack Ruthberg  
Paul Ryan  
John Salamida  
Angelo Santabarbara  
Kandie Jones Sawyer  
Gordon Schaufelberg  
Heidi Schilling  
Shirley Schleier  
J. Robert Schmidt  
Judith Schultz  
Elinore Schumacher  
Kathleen Scutt  
Pilar Seacord  
Paula Shafer  
Elizabeth Shampang  
Mary Sheahan  
Suzanne Sheldon  
Gwendolyn Sheldon  
Susanna Sherwood  
Elizabeth Shirkey  
Janet Shook  
Drew Simmons  
Peter Sisario  
Charles Slavin  
Henrietta Slosek  
Louvina Slurff  
Deanna Smith  
Donald Smith Jr  
Elaine Springsted  
Dave St. Louis  
Ellen Steele  
Fred Stevens  
Carole Strong  
Robert Sullivan  
Robin Swain  
Sally Swantz  
Jim Tedisco  
Peter Ten Eyck  
Alice Buff Tepper  
Dr Clifford M. Tepper  
Evelyn Thode  
Ann Thomas  
Jill Titus  
Paul Tocker  
Helen Tognetti  
Jean Tomlinson  
Julia Topka  
Thomas Town  
Tulloch Townsend  
Paul Tracy  
Lois Troup  
Lois Truax  
Kristin Tucker  
Dr Jack L. Underwood  
Eugene Van Dyke Jr  

John Van Laak  
Gloria Vassolas  
Diana Vaughn  
Carolyn Veeder  
Richard Verzoni  
Wendy Voelker  
Harold Vroman  
Doris Vrooman  
Dale Wade-Keszey  
Nancy Walden  
F. William Walker  
Anita Walther  
Nancy Wasmund  
William Weiner  
Linda Weisel  
Charles Warner  
               Wendell  
Robert Wetmore  
Richard Whalen  
Walter Wheeler  
George White  
Keith Albert Willis  
Arthur Willis  
Thomas Wixon  
Johanna Woldring  
Robert Woods  
John Woodward  
Irene Leigh Woznick  
Dr Lionel D. Wyld  
Col. William T. Yates  
Neil Yetwin   
Howard Young  
Bill Yunick 
James Zayicek  
Jean Zegger  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Supporting 
Adirondack Trust  
                    Company 
Broughton Foundation 
Carl Foundation 
Cornell University  
                          Library 
Edison Tech Center 
Felthousen Florists 
Gazette Newspapers 
George E. Franchere  
                             Trust 
Mabee Family  
                   Foundation  
Media Well Done 
NYS Council for the  
                   Humanities 
Olde Mohawk  
                 Restorations 
Open Door Bookstore 
Pattersonville Furniture 
Price Chopper  
                   Foundation 
Proctor’s 
Schenectady D.A.R. 
Schenectady Museum 
Senator Hugh T. Farley 
Slick’s Restaurant &  
                           Tavern 
Union College Library 
Vincy's Printing 
    
    



 
                                 MABEE FARM – news and events 
 
Saturday – June 5  9:00 a.m.–12 noon 
Spinning With A Drop Spindle 
     The dreaded drop spindle need not be 
feared at all. All it takes is a little practice and a 
sense of humor. Spin along with Badger, the 
Mabee Farm sheep, who provides the wool.  At 
the end you will be well on your way to creating 
your own handspun yarn. Use our spindles or 
bring your own.              Instructor: Pam Bucci 
Cost:  $30.00 ($25.00 + $5.00 materials) 
 
Saturday – June 19  9:00 am–1:00 pm 
Basket Making – Weed Basket  
     Learn the skill of basket making by making 
your own clever little basket designed for 
holding dried flowers or other items. Students 
will learn continuous weave, and row on row 
weaving using reed.  Students will leave class 
with a basket of their own about 6” tall, 5” wide 
at the base.        Instructor:  Beverly Cornelius 
Cost:  $40.00 ($25.00 + $15.00 materials) 
 
Saturday – June 26  9:00 a.m.–12 noon   
(lunch at noon) 
Dutch Oven Cooking 
     Students will learn the basics of cooking 
with a Dutch oven by preparing entrees, 
breads, vegetables, and dessert.  Other topics 
will include the history of Dutch oven cooking, 
and how to clean and care for one. We 
conclude by dining on our delicious homemade 
preparations. This is a beginner’s class in the 
use of a Dutch oven.     Instructor: Pam Bucci 
Cost:  $33.00 ($25.00 + $8.00 materials) 
 
Saturday – July 3  10:00 a.m.– 12 noon 
Corn Husk Dolls 
     We get many good things from corn: corn 
on the cob, popcorn, sweetner, starch, and 
even ethanol for engines. Native American 
children had fun making dolls from the husk of 
the corn. Students will learn how to make a 
traditional Iroquois cornhusk doll. Children 
under eight years old must be accompanied by 
an adult. Bring home your own corn husk doll.                          
                                      Instructor: Pam Bucci 
Cost:  $25.00 ($20.00 + $5.00 materials) 
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Saturday  –  July 10 9:00 am – 5:00 pm   
 (b.y.o. bag lunch) 
Basket Making – a New England tote 
(Penobscot style) 
     Make a beautiful, large, market size basket 
whose origins are Native American. This 
version designed by Diane Stanton of 
Massachusetts, is fabricated using reed with 
two Shaker tape swing straps for ease in 
carrying. The finished size will be 
approximately: 12 ½” x 12” x 9”.   
                            Instructor: Beverly Cornelius 
Cost: $75.00 ($40.00 + $35.00 materials) 
 
Saturday and Sunday – July 10 and 11 
12 noon to 4:00 pm each day 
Beginning Blacksmithing 
     Watching the hot glowing metal take shape 
under the pounding force of your hammer is a 
powerful experience. Explore a variety of 
forging techniques and develop your black-
smithing skills in this 2-day class.  Learn basic 
skills like making nails and S-hooks and how to 
care for a forge and the equipment.  Class 
sizes are small to allow for individualized 
instruction.    
                                    Instructor: John Ackner 
Cost: $150.00 (includes materials) 
 
VOLUNTEERS WANTED 
     If you have been considering volunteering 
and being of service in the community, look no 
further. Come join us and learn how you can 
be a part of the Mabee Farm Historic Site, one 
of the oldest in New York State! All types of 
help are needed from gardening, leading site 
tours, staffing the gift shop, to manual labor. 
Call (518) 887-5073 for more information. 
 
NEW EXHIBIT :  “  Whatzit?” 
     The beginning of the Industrial Revolution 
brought a widespread replacement of manual 
labor with all kinds of new inventions of 
machinery and gadgets. Join us as we bring 
some of our collections out of storage and try 
to figure out what these items were actually 
used for. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

   New roof for the Mabee Farmhouse 
 
 
 
plus a new pigmy 
goat  
 

 
Photos: Pat Barrot, 
Kate Weller. 

 
 
 

            Library & Museum news 
 
Saturday – June 5 
Schenectady County History and 
Heritage Weekend.  The Society will 
participate in this countywide event that will be 
fun for the whole family.  Families are welcome 
to visit the Society, engage in a variety of 
hands-on activities: make a trade-bead 
bracelet or a Dutch tile to take home.  Use the 
Society as the starting point for a guided tour 
of the Stockade, talk with 17th century 
interpreters, and hear tales of the Native 
People, the Dutch, and the English. 
 
Saturday – June 12 – 2:00 pm at SCHS 
Why New Netherlands Matters – by Joyce 
Goodfriend, an author who has written 
extensively on this subject and on the role of 
women in this history. Her books include:  
Before the Melting Pot:  Society and Culture in 
Colonial New York City, 1664-1730, Going 
Dutch: The Dutch Presence in America 1609-
2009, and Lives of American Women: A 
History With Documents.  Space for this 
lecture is limited to 75 attendees. Tickets are 
available on a first-come, first-served basis at 
$5.  Call 374-0263 to reserve a space. 
  
 

 
                      Ona Curran, Exhibit Curator,    
                  Faces of Schenectady 1715-1750   
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