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We continued to add new posts on the Grems-Doolittle Library 
Collections Blog, which can be found at gremsdoolittlelibrary.blogspot.
com. The blog highlights materials from our library and archive 
collections as well as interesting pieces of local history. The most 
popular posts this year include ���_�-�u�l�-�1�b�;�v�����u�o�†�m�7���"�1�_�;�m�;�1�|�-�7�‹, �
�u�o�l��
���u�b�;�����-�m�-�r���|�o�����u�b�;�����o�†�r�;�ˆ�-�u�7, and �"�1�_�;�m�;�1�|�-�7�‹�;�v�����‰�m�����-�m�7���o�=�����u�o�|�_�;�u�v.

While most of the library visits and inquiries we receive are intended 
for personal enlightenment and fulfillment, a significant portion of our 
researchers publish the results of their explorations of our collections. 
The following are examples from this year:

���o�b�m�]���_�o�l�;�+���$�_�u�;�;���1�;�m�|�†�u�b�;�v���r�-�|�;�u�6���ˆ�b�1�¼�l���o�=���"�1�_�;�m�;�1�|�-�7�‹�����-�v�v�-�1�u�;���|�o���]�;�|��
�r�u�o�r�;�u���0�†�u�b�-�r, published by Union College Marketing Dept.
���=�u�b�1�-�m�H���l�;�u�b�1�-�m�����m�1�;�v�|�u�-�r�����†�u�b�-�r�����u�o�†�m�7���-�|���(�-�r�;�����;�l�;�|�;�u�‹ brochure, 
published and distributed by Vale Cemetery in partnership with SCHS 
and the Sankofa Youth Program
���_�b�r�����u�-�7�r�;�‹, biographical sketch by Keith Wood, published by the 
Society for American Baseball Research
Wolf Hollow wayfinding and history signage, published by Mohawk 
Hudson Land Conservancy and Schenectady County
�$�_�;���"�o�1�b�-�r�b�v�|���!�o�o�|�v���o�=���"�1�_�;�m�;�1�|�-�7�‹�[�v�����-�u�h�v�+���������b�|�‹�H�)�b�7�;���!�;�-�r�b�Œ�-�¼�o�m���o�=���|�_�;��
���_�b�r�7�H�"�-�ˆ�b�m�]�����u�]�-�m�b�Œ�;�7�����r�-�‹�����o�ˆ�;�l�;�m�| dissertation by Ariana Rogowski, 
Union College
���-�‹�;�u�v���o�=�����u�b�r�r�b�-�m�1�; podcast series by Lost Women of Science

Brouwer House Creative
Our long-time occupant, Sweet Sprig, moved to a new location on 
Jay Street. While we will miss the retail shop, we are excited for the 
opportunity to exclusively focus on artist studios. Currently Brouwer 
House Creative hosts five studios and meeting space. We are very 
grateful to the Kindl family for providing funds that enable us to 
preserve and share Schenectady's oldest house.
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Library and Archives
Library Use 

Visitors and research appointments: 83
Research questions: 359
Library blog pageviews: 282,691
New York Heritage Digital Collections pageviews: 3,857
PastPerfect Catalog pageviews: 8,955

Grant Funded Projects

Women in the Legal System Digitization: funded by the Capital District Library Council to digitize 
documents highlighting the experiences of women in Schenectady’s court systems in the eighteenth 
and nineteenth centuries. These documents will be uploaded to NY Heritage.

Hill Butler Womanist Leadership Collection Processing: funded by the Documentary Heritage 
Program of the NYS Archives to process and preserve the archival materials created by Dr. Deidre 
Hill Butler, a sociologist, professor at Union College, and community leader in Schenectady. This is a 
joint project with Union College Special Collections and Archives and a part of the African American 
Historical Records Project. 

African American Historical Records Project: a public history and archival documentation project 
which seeks to identify, catalog, and preserve historic materials created by African Americans in 
Schenectady County, funded by the Schenectady County Legislature and the Institute of Museum and 
Library Services. Because this was the final year of IMLS funding, we focused on wrapping up our grant 
objectives, finalizing our documentation, continuing the oral history component, and hosting the third 
year of the Summer Sankofa Youth Program.

Library Resources Online

New York Heritage Digital Collections (nyheritage.org/organizations/schenectady-county-historical-
society) is a free research portal to access primary sources and archival materials about the people, 
places, and institutions of New York State. We currently have 16 collections on our NY Heritage site, 
including our newest collection highlighting photos and postcards of Vale Cemetery, and added new 
items to several collections. Our most used collections this year were the Wayne Tucker Postcard, Glen 
Letters, and Schenectady, New York Street Scenes collections.

HistoryForge combines historic maps, documents, and demographic data with a current online map 
to create a dynamic visual representation of our area’s history. We’ve uploaded 40 digitized and 
geo-rectified maps (spanning 1820 to 1965), 22,700 census records, and 480 photographs to the 
database. Explore our work on schenectady.historyforge.net/forge.
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Historic Preservation
We received a Greater Hudson Heritage Network Award for Excellence for our work preserving and 
stabilizing the Brick House. As part of our major preservation initiative at Mabee Farm, our contractors 
continued to work on projects on the Stone House and Inn. This work is ongoing, but we hope to have it 
completed by the end of 2026. It includes:

Masonry & Structure: Stabilizing the foundation and basement columns, repointing stone joints, 
repairing chimneys, and applying fresh whitewash to all elevations.

Carpentry & Exterior: Fixing rotted trim, moldings, and soffits; building an ADA-compliant ramp; and 
reconstructing the pantry stairs for safety.

Windows & Doors: Fully restoring all windows (replacing rotted sills and glazing), installing missing 
shutters, and adjusting/repainting all doors.

Development 
Foundation Support
We were grateful to receive support from the Cohoes Savings Foundation, the Golub Foundation, the 
Mabee Farm Foundation, and the W.G. Broughton Foundation.

Grants
County of Schenectady: $8,000
Institute of Museum and Library Services: $24,100
New York State Council of the Arts: $74,250
NYS Office of Parks, Recreation & Historic Preservation: $18,750

Fundraisers 
Arts & Crafts Festival: $8,098
Festival of Trees: $14,260
Gala: $5,566

Corporate Sponsors
Kingsway Community: $1,000
Rivers Casino: $1,000
Aspire Sustainability: $1,000

Donations
The Schenectady County Historical Society received 340 donations totaling $100,697. Thank you!

Business Sponsorships
We had 8 business members this year.

Lockkeepers
Our monthly donor program, the Lockkeepers, safeguard SCHS through consistent, monthly giving. At 
the end of this fiscal year, there are 12 Lockkeepers.

1661 Society
The 1661 Society, named for the year Schenectady was settled, recognizes those generous individuals 
who are leaving a future legacy to SCHS. We currently have 11 members.

Membership 
During the past fiscal year, the Schenectady County Historical Society added 133 new memberships, 
resulting in a total of 771 memberships. Gift memberships were purchased for 12 people. 

We continue to be part of the North American Reciprocal Museum (NARM) Association, giving our 
members at the Sponsor+ levels free admission to a mosaic of over 1,500 art museums and galleries, 
historical museums and societies, botanical gardens, children’s museums, zoos, and more throughout 
North America. We also continued our enrollment in the Empire State Museums Reciprocal Program, 
enabling SCHS members to access over 30 museums, art galleries, historic sites, and other institutions 
across New York State at no charge. 
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Volunteers
Volunteers are an extraordinary asset to SCHS and help us 
accomplish a variety of projects at our sites, including special 
events, buildings and grounds improvements, and in the library 
assisting researchers, answering remote research requests, 
inventorying materials, processing archival collections, 
creating finding aids and catalog records, digitizing materials, 
transcribing documents, creating metadata, and writing blog 
posts. This year, volunteer teams from MVP Healthcare 
assisted with data entry for our HistoryForge project, and 
volunteers from the Niskayuna Community Foundation Service 
Day helped identify and describe photos of Niskayuna in our 
general photographs collection. Several short-term volunteers, 
placed with SCHS as part of an employee retention program, 
helped with digitization and description projects. Altogether, 
our volunteers contributed over 5,500 hours to the museum, 
library, and Mabee Farm. 

Finance
After our annual audit, final figures will form the basis for our 
IRS 990 form to be filed in August.  Visit and register for the 
free website www.guidestar.org to see our last 990 form or 
ones for any other not-for-profit organization in the United 
States.

		

Report contributors: Marietta Carr, Michael Diana, John 
Halstead, Mary Zawacki Graves, and Audrey Jones
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Board of Trustees 2025-2026
Suzy Unger: President
David Trestick: Vice President
John Halstead: Treasurer
Robert Sullivan: Secretary
Jill Bogdanowicz-Wilson
Bob Carney
Philip Fields
Russ Hart
Sarah Kirby
David LeBlanc
Chris Leonard
Chris Marney
Mark Vermilyea
Kimberly Waldin

Staff
John Ackner, Facilities Manager
Marietta Carr, Librarian/Archivist
Michael Diana, Director of Education/Historian
Mary Zawacki Graves, Executive Director
Audrey Jones, Office Administrator
Madeline Olesky, Program Assistant

SCHS Mission
The Schenectady County Historical Society shares stories, inspires dialogue and 
encourages understanding of the history, people, and cultures of Schenectady County.

SCHS Vision
The Schenectady County Historical Society will strengthen our community and be an 
increasingly vital destination and resource for those who wish to explore history.

For our upcoming programs, visit schenectadyhistorical.org


